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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SHIRE OF MULLEWA HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2005.

	 TC "0205.01
DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:" \f C \l "1" 0205.01
DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:


1:10pm
The President declared the meeting open.

	 TC "0205.02
RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:" \f C \l "1" 0205.02
RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Ms N J Holmes – Deputy Chief Executive Officer

APOLOGIES: 
Councillor J B Thurkle
, Councillor F W Newman, Councillor L A Panting.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Nil.

VISITORS:

Mr Frank Langley, Teacher – Mullewa District High School; Ian Simpson, Student, and Kaitlyn Papertalk, Student.

	 TC "0205.03
RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:" \f C \l "1" 0205.03
RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:


Nil

	 TC "0205.04
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:" \f C \l "1" 0205.04
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:


The President opened the meeting for public questions.  The following questions were received:

	 TC "0205.05
MULLEWA DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING – SUGGESTIONS/REQUESTS ARISING FROM" \f C \l "1" 0205.05
MULLEWA DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL MEETING – SUGGESTIONS/REQUESTS ARISING FROM


Ian Simpson requested the provision of a small BMX track adjacent to the Youth Centre.
Caitlyn Papertalk suggested that a shaded area at the back of the Youth Centre with table and chairs be considered.

Caitlyn Papertalk on behalf of Ian Simpson and Mr Langley thanked the Council for lunch.

1:20pm
The CEO escorted the visitors from the meeting.



Cr Freeman left the meeting
1:22pm
The CEO returned to the meeting.

1:25pm 
Cr Freeman returned to the meeting.

	 TC "0205.06
APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE:" \f C \l "1" 0205.06
APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE:


Nil.

	 TC "0205.07
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:" \f C \l "1" 0205.07
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:


Moved:
BIN Thomas



Seconded:
L Newman 

	council decision:
	That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on 15 December 2004, as printed, be confirmed.

CARRIED   8/0


0205.08
ANNUAL MEETING OF ELECTORS TC "0205.08
ANNUAL MEETING OF ELECTORS" \f C \l "1" 


Moved:
MW Steele



Seconded:
BIN Thomas
	council decision:
	That the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Electors held on 15th December 2004, as printed be received.

CARRIED  8/0 


	 TC "0205.09
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:" \f C \l "1" 0205.09
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:


	 TC "0205.10
RURAL HEALTH SERVICES – LOSS OF" \f C \l "1" 0205.10
RURAL HEALTH SERVICES – LOSS OF


The Chief Executive Officer advised that a reply had been received from Mr McGinty.
0205.11
SITE NETWORK STRATEGY – IMPLICATIONS OF TC "0205.11
SITE NETWORK STRATEGY – IMPLICATIONS OF" \f C \l "1" 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that to date no response had been received from the Progress Associations.
	 TC "0205.12
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:" \f C \l "1" 0205.12
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:


Nil.

	 TC "0205.13
PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS:" \f C \l "1" 0205.13
PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS:


Nil.

	 TC "0205.14
REPORTS OF MEMBERS:" \f C \l "1" 0205.14
REPORTS OF MEMBERS: 


Nil.
	 TC "0205.15
HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:" \f C \l "1" 0205.15
HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:


0205.16
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS RESIDENCE – PROVISION OF TC "0205.16
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS RESIDENTS – PROVISION OF" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
MR Doherty



Seconded:
BIN Thomas
	council decision:
	That the action taken by the Shire President and Councillors Thomas and Panting to develop specifications and quotations for upgrading the kitchen at lot 5 Elders Street is noted.
CARRIED  8/0 


0205.17
REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES – COMMENTS ON TC "0205.17
REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES – COMMENTS ON" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
BIN Thomas



Seconded:
PT Freeman
	council decision:
	That the Mullewa Shire Council has no comment it wishes to make nor does it wish to attend a meeting of the Register Committee of the Heritage Council in which the interim registration of the Butterabby Graves is to be considered.

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.18
DUST MONITORING STATIONS – WITHDRAWAL OF TC "0205.18
DUST MONITORING STATIONS – WITHDRAWAL OF" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
MR Doherty



Seconded:
LJ Wainwright
	council decision:
	That the request by Mt Gibson Mining Ltd to remove the Dust Monitoring Stations from the Mullewa Rail Terminal or to alter Terms and Conditions as contained within the Rail Terminal Agreement not be granted.

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.19
MULLEWA PUBLIC TOILETS – GRANT ACQUITTAL TC "0205.19
MULLEWA PUBLIC TOILETS – GRANT ACQUITTAL" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
BIN Thomas



Seconded:
ND Johnstone
	council decision:
	That the information provided by the Chief Executive Officer with respect to the community facilities grants program for public toilets be noted.
CARRIED  8/0 


0205.20
STATE BARRIER FENCE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

– MEMBERSHIP OF TC "0205.20
STATE BARRIER FENCE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

– MEMBERSHIP OF" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
MR Doherty



Seconded:
PT Freeman
	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer of the Mullewa Shire be granted approval to participate as a member of the State Barrier Fence Management Advisory Committee

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.21
2004/2005 STATE ROAD FUNDING ALLOCATION – ADDITIONAL FUNDS. TC "0205.21
2004/2005 STATE ROAD FUNDING ALLOCATION – ADDITIONAL FUNDS." \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
MR Doherty



Seconded:
PT Freeman
	council decision:
	That the information provided by the Chief Executive Officer with respect to the approval by the Midwest Regional Road Group expenditure of funds on the Mingenew-Mullewa Road and the Yuna-Tenindewa Road as part of the increase allocation of local road funding as advised by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure be noted.

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.22
KEMBLA ZOO SIGNAGE – POSSESSION OF TC "0205.22
KEMBLA ZOO SIGNAGE – POSSESSION OF" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
PT Freeman



Seconded:
LM Newman
	council decision:
	That the signage at the Kembla Zoo in memory of the late Jack Beresford-Murray be provided free of charge to his granddaughter Ms Jane Beresford-Murray, at such time as it becomes available.

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.23
KEMBLA ZOO UPDATE TC "0205.23
KEMBLA ZOO UPDATE" \f C \l "1" 
The Chief Executive Officer provided an update on the status of the Zoo animals:

· Most birds had been sold

· Kangaroos and emus to be relocated in the cooler months.

· Donkey had been relocated at Mr Reynolds

· Two ponies were being cared for by F Gray

A letter from Mrs F Gray was produced with a request that the ponies be left in her permanent care in lieu of cost of feeding and housing over the past months.

2:20pm
Councillor Johnstone declared an impartial interest in the matter due to being a potential purchaser of the ponies and left the chambers.

2.22pm
Councillor Freeman declared an impartial interest in the matter due to being related to the Author and left the chambers.

Moved:
MR Doherty



Seconded:
BIN Thomas
	council decision:
	That a tender be called for the purchase of the two ponies.  The tender to have stringent conditions imposed:
· That the ponies are to be sold as one item

· That due to health reasons the ponies are unable to be ridden

· That the ponies require constant care and attention

CARRIED  6/0 


2:29pm
Councillor Johnstone and Freeman returned to the meeting.
0205.24
MT GIBSON IRON ORE PROJECT – SCOPING DOCUMENT TC "0205.24
MT GIBSON IRON ORE PROJECT – SCOPING DOCUMENT" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
LM Newman


Seconded:
LJ Wainwright
	council decision:
	That the Mt Gibson Iron Ore project Scoping Document be received and its contents noted.

CARRIED  8/0 


2:30pm
Bob Roden Works Supervisor entered.
2:40pm
Councillor Johnstone left the meeting.
2:42pm
Councillor Johnstone returned to the meeting.
0205.25
KOOLANOOKA DIRECT SHIPPING ORE PROJECT – SCOPING DOCUMENT. TC "0205.25
KOOLANOOKA DIRECT SHIPPING ORE PROJECT – SCOPING DOCUMENT." \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
MR Doherty



Seconded:
LJ Wainwright
	council decision:
	That the Koolanooka Shipping Ore Project Scoping Document as provided by ATA Environmental be received and noted.

CARRIED  8/0 


	 TC "0205.26
WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS:" \f C \l "1" 0205.26
WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS:


Moved:
PT Freeman



Seconded:
BIN Thomas
	council decision:
	That the Works Supervisor’s report, including the Parks and Gardens report, for the months of December 2004 and January 2005 be received.

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.27
PLANT REPORT TC "0205.27
PLANT REPORT" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
PT Freeman



Seconded:
BIN Thomas
	council decision:
	That the Plant Mechanic’s report be received.

CARRIED  8/0 


The following items were raised for discussion.
	Councillor Freeman
	· Bush in gravel pits

	Councillor Doherty
	· Rubber content in bitumen on Warren Road.

· Opportunity of grading/rolling roads after storms.

	Councillor Thomas
	· Bush on intersection of Mindagee Spring Road

· Curara Swamp Road status.

· Approach to intersection on Williams Road needs to be cleared,  Landholder to be contacted and requested to clear.

	Councillor Messina
	· Advised that Peters Road was breaking up.


MEETING ADJOURNED FROM  3:10pm  TO  3:32pm
	 TC "0205.28
MEETING RECONVENED:" \f C \l "1" 0205.28
MEETING RECONVENED:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Ms N J Holmes – Deputy Chief Executive Officer

	 TC "0205.29
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:" \f C \l "1" 0205.29
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:


0205.30
QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR PERIOD ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2004. TC "0205.30
QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR PERIOD ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2004." \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
BIN Thomas



Seconded:
MW Steele
	council decision:
	That the Quarterly Financial Statements for the period ended 31 Decmeber 2004 be received.

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.31
BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2004 TC "0205.31
BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2004" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
MR Doherty



Seconded:
LJ Wainwright
	council decision:
	That the Budget review for the six months ended 31 December 2004 be noted.

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.32
FINANCE REPORT 31 JANUARY 2005 TC "0205.32
FINANCE REPORT 31 JANUARY 2005" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
MR Doherty



Seconded:
MW Steele
FINANCIAL POSITION

The Bank Reconciliation balances for 31 January 2005 and 31 December 2004 with comparisons to the previous year were as follows:

	
	December 2004
	january  2005

	*municipal fund

trust fund
	$1,324,842.82cr

$91,383.55cr
	
	$1,351,728.85r

$90,990.96r


	

	
	December 2003
	january 2004

	*municipal fund

trust fund
	$986,425.57cr

$17,887.32cr
	
	$1,013,554.25cr

$18,531.82cr
	

	*municipal fund includes all unrestricted funds



	bank statement balances:

The bank balances as at 31 January 2005  were as follows:
unrestricted funds

	municipal fund

cash deposit account

commercial bill 

restricted funds

reserve funds commercial bill

trust fund

trust fund commercial bill

all of the above funds are invested with the commonwealth bank.
	$203,570.28cr

$467,027.42cr

$700,000.00cr

$198,000.00cr

$12,771.83cr

$73,705.08cr


	council decision:
	That the Finance Report for the period ended 31 January 2005 be received.

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.33
UPGRADING OF GERALDTON CREMATORIUM FACILITY – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS TC "0205.33
UPGRADING OF GERALDTON CREMATORIUM FACILITY – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
BIN Thomas



Seconded:
PT Freeman

	council decision:
	The Council determine that it is prepared to make an in-principle allocation of funds towards the upgrading of the Geraldton Crematorium facility which can be confirmed at such time as detailed information is received from the Geraldton Cemetery Board.

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.34
EMERGENCY SERVICES LEGISLATION - REVIEW TC "0205.34
EMERGENCY SERVICES LEGISLATION - REVIEW" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
MR Doherty



Seconded:
ND Johnstone
	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer, respond to the Emergency Service legislation review with appropriate comment directed at revamping the 1954 Bush Fires Act with an emphasis on reducing the risks of litigation and prosecution on volunteer fire-fighters and local governments.

CARRIED  0/0 


0205.35
LANDCARE POSITION – OFFICE ARRANGEMENT TC "0205.35
LANDCARE POSITION – OFFICE ARRANGEMENT" \f C \l "1" 
3:50pm
Councillor Messina declared a financial interest in the matter being the owner of the current Landcare location and left the meeting.

Councillor Doherty took the Chair.

Moved:
ND Johnstone



Seconded:
LM Newman
	council decision:
	That the Northern Agricultural Catchment Council be advised that the matter of possible relocation of staff to the Councils Administration Building would need to be referred to the Mullewa Landcare Group for support.  At this time the Council is unable to provide accommodation within its Administration Centre.

CARRIED  7/0 


0205.36
EMERGENCY RELIEF SERVICE – SUPPORT OF TC "0205.36

EMERGENCY RELIEF SERVICE – SUPPORT OF" \f C \l "1" 
4:02pm
Councillor Messina returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair.
Moved:
BIN Thomas



Seconded:
MR Doherty

	council decision:
	That the Mullewa Women’s Indigenous Group be allowed occasional use of the Mullewa Youth Centre for purpose of distribution of Community Emergency relief to local person when needed.  The tenure to be for a trial period of 6 months, at which time the arrangement will be reviewed.

CARRIED  8/0 


	 TC "0205.37
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:" \f C \l "1" 0205.37
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:


0205.38
LOW INTEREST LOANS TC "0205.38
LOW INTEREST LOANS" \f C \l "1" 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that he and the President would be attending a meeting with Peter Dean regarding low interest loans on 17 February 2005.
Moved:
PT Freeman



Seconded:
 MR Doherty
	council decision:
	That Council support the concept of long term low interest loans to rural landowners.
CARRIED  8/0 


0205.39
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT TC "0205.39
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT" \f C \l "1" 
Moved:
ND Johnstone 


Seconded:
MR Doherty
	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer’s report for the month of February 2005  be received and the recommendations arising from that report be adopted:

CARRIED  8/0


	 TC "0205.40
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS" \f C \l "1" 0205.40
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

	
	

	17 feb 2005
	federal government broadband briefing – geraldton – 10:30am

	18 feb 2005
	structural reform steering committee meeting – geraldton – 11:00am

	22 feb 2005
	north midlands ceo’s meeting – morawa – 10:00am

	2 mar 2005
	vegetation seminar – greenough – 2:00pm

	3 & 4 mar 2005
	nczwalga – geraldton – all day

	14 mar 2005
	industrial sites seletion meeting – geraldton – 10:00am

	29 mar 2005
	north midlands vroc meeting – morawa – 10:00am

	7 may 2005
	local government elections


	 TC "0205.41
NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:" \f C \l "1" 0205.41
NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:


0205.42
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENTS AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS TC "0205.42
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENTS AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS" \f C \l "1"  
Moved:
MW Steele



Seconded:
LM Newman

	council decision:
	That:

The accounts numbered:

Electronic Funds Transfer
1380 – 1462 (inclusive)

Trust Fund
185 – 194 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund
8746 – 8752 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund
8764 – 8790 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund
8797 – 8808 (inclusive)

Direct Debits
15.12.2004;  09.02.2005

totalling $424,281.89 and Special Payments numbered

Electronic Funds Transfer
1380 – 1385 (inclusive)

Trust Fund
185 – 194 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund
8746 – 8752 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund
8764 – 8790 (inclusive)

Direct Debits
15.12.2004;  09.02.2005

be passed for payment, and

Accounts totalling $46,169.66 outstanding since 15 February 2005 be received.

CARRIED  8/0 

	 TC "0205.43
GENERAL BUSINESS:" \f C \l "1" 0205.43
GENERAL BUSINESS:


0205.44
APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF CORAL COAST TOURISM COMMITTEE TC "0205.44
APPOINTMENT TO BOARD OF CORAL COAST TOURISM COMMITTEE" \f C \l "1" 
Councillor Messina advised of his appointment to the Board of the Coral Coast Tourism Committee.  A meeting is scheduled to be held in Mullewa around June/July.  

0205.45
CLARIFICATION ON EFT’S TC "0205.45
CLARIFICATION ON EFT’S" \f C \l "1" 
Councillor Doherty requested clarification on EFT’s 1404 and 1427.  The payments were explained and details accepted.

0205.46
STANDPIPES TC "0205.46
STANDPIPES" \f C \l "1" 
Councillor Doherty queried the procedure for using water from standpipes.  An explanation was presented by the Chief Executive Officer
0205.47
FLAG POLE TC "0205.47
FLAG POLE" \f C \l "1" 
Councillor Thomas, acknowledged the installation of the flag pole at the Administration Centre.

0205.48
VISITING OTHER SHIRES TC "0205.48
VISITING OTHER SHIRES" \f C \l "1" 
Councillor Thomas suggested that Council may wish to visit a similar Shire during that Shire’s Ordinary Meeting.  It was proposed that this would take place after the 2005 Council elections.
0205.49
FUNDING AND GRANTS TC "0205.49
FUNDING AND GRANTS" \f C \l "1" 
Chief Executive Officer, advised: a) funding of $400,000 for “Agriculture Development Partnership” - which will employ a Research Officer and Regional Services Co-ordinator for a period of 6 months.  A condition of the funding is that the project must be concluded by 30 September 2005.

b) funding of $35,000 from DCD Early Years Grant had been received Council took on the role of sponsorship with the expectation that the project would be able to sustain independence by 30 June 2005.

Moved:
BIN Thomas



Seconded:
PT Freeman
	council decision:
	That Council take on the role of sponsor for the Early Years Program until 30 June 2005 at such time as the sponsorship role be reviewed.

CARRIED  8/0 


0205.50
MONIES FOR NEW HOUSING TC "0205.50
MONIES FOR NEW HOUSING" \f C \l "1" 
Councillor Thomas advised the $50,000 had been obtained for new housing.
0205.51
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION TC "0205.51
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION" \f C \l "1" 
Councillor Messina, advised that a grant application of $500,000 for Youth Development had been submitted.
	 TC "0205.52
CLOSURE OF MEETING:" \f C \l "1" 0205.52
CLOSURE OF MEETING:



The President closed the meeting at 5:16pm
	These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on 16 March 2005:

Signed:




A J Messina, President

Date:

16 March 2005
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