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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SHIRE OF MULLEWA HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY 17 MARCH 2004.

	0304.01  TC "DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:" \f C \l "1" DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:


1:08pm:
The President declared the meeting open.

	0304.02  TC "RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:" \f C \l "1" RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L A Panting


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward)

Councillor J B Thurkle



(Central Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward) [in at 1:58pm]

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Mr M F Bowen – Manager Corporate Services

APOLOGIES:
Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

Councillor F W Newman


(South West Ward)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Nil.

VISITORS:
Mr Frank Langley, Teacher - Mullewa District High School; Wendy Simpson, Student and Jarren Comeagain, Student.

	0304.03  TC "RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:" \f C \l "1" RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:


Nil.

	0304.04  TC "PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:" \f C \l "1" PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:


The President opened the meeting for public questions.  The following questions were received.

	0304.05  TC "MULLEWA YOUTH PRECINCT – APPRECIATION OF" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA YOUTH PRECINCT – APPRECIATION OF


Jarren Comeagain thanked Council for building the Skate Park and Wendy Simpson thanked Council for the new basketball court.

The Chief Executive Officer advised the students that National Youth Week commences at the end of March 2004.  Activities that have been organised include a workshop with James Crawford and Skateboarders from Perth.

The Shire President advised that the official opening of the Youth Precinct will not occur during the National Youth Week, as originally planned, and that funding is still being sought for an additional Youth Development Officer.

1:13pm:
Councillor Thurkle left the meeting.

1:15pm:
The Chief Executive Officer escorted Mr Frank Langley, Jarren Comeagain and Wendy Simpson from the meeting.

1:16pm:
Councillor Thurkle entered the meeting.



The Chief Executive Officer entered the meeting.

	0304.06  TC "BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:" \f C \l "1" BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:


	0304.07  TC "MINUTE NO. 0204.04:  SKATE PARK DAMAGE – CONCERN OF" \f C \l "1" MINUTE NO. 0204.04:  SKATE PARK DAMAGE – CONCERN OF


The Shire President advised that an additional $40,000 has been committed by the Office of Crime Prevention to complete the Youth Precinct building renovations.

1:35pm:
The Chief Executive Officer left the meeting.

1:36pm:
The Chief Executive Officer entered the meeting.



The Manager of Corporate Services left the meeting.

1:37pm:
The Manager of Corporate Services entered the meeting.

	0304.08  TC "MINUTE NO. 0204.46:  POSITIVE MULLEWA CAMPAIGN – INSTITUTION OF" \f C \l "1" MINUTE NO. 0204.46:  POSITIVE MULLEWA CAMPAIGN – INSTITUTION OF


The Shire President requested that the draft stationery suite provided by Market Creations be discussed in General Business.

	0304.09  TC "CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:" \f C \l "1" CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:


Moved:
J B Thurkle

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 18 February 2004, as printed, be confirmed.

CARRIED 8/0


	0304.010  TC "ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:" \f C \l "1" ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:


Nil.

	0304.011  TC "PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS:" \f C \l "1" PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS:


Nil.

	0304.012  TC "HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:" \f C \l "1" HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:


	0304.013  TC "BUILDING APPLICATIONS" \f C \l "1" BUILDING APPLICATIONS


	That the report of building statistics for the month of February 2004 be received.




	0304.014  TC "MEDICAL PRACTITIONER’S RESIDENCE – PROVISION OF" \f C \l "1" MEDICAL PRACTITIONER’S RESIDENCE – PROVISION OF


1:58pm:
Councillor Wainwright entered the meeting.

Moved:
L M Newman

Seconded:
 P T Freeman

	council decision:
	That:

· A municipal reserve fund be established for the purpose of provision of quality accommodation for a Medical Practitioner;

·  Examination of the property market within the Mullewa townsite be undertaken to consider the suitability of purchasing either a residence or vacant land for the purpose of building a residence in order to provide accommodation for a Medical Practitioner.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.015  TC "NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:" \f C \l "1" NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:


	0304.016  TC "MEDICAL PRACTITIONER – PROVISION OF" \f C \l "1" MEDICAL PRACTITIONER – PROVISION OF


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

	council decision:
	That the Shire President be empowered to seek a response from the State Government on the level of assistance that it will provide to this community for a Medical Practitioner in the future.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.017  TC "CARETAKER’S RESIDENCE – APPROVAL OF" \f C \l "1" CARETAKER’S RESIDENCE – APPROVAL OF


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the application from Meedac Holdings trading as Redland Building and Maintenance for the provision of a two bedroom, two bathroom, self-contained residence on Lot 148 Mullewa-Wubin Road be approved subject to the following:

· The proposed development shall be occupied by the proprietor, manager or authorised person in charge of the industry or its security and their immediate family;

· The proposed development shall be restricted to an area of less than 100m2 and consist of two bedrooms, one bathroom and associated living, cooking and ablution area; and

· The approval for the application for planning consent is limited to six calendar months from the date of approval.

It was further resolved that prior to the next Ordinary meeting of Council on 21 April 2004 at 11:30am, a visit be made to the Horticulture Depot of Meedac Holdings to inspect its enterprise development.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.018  TC "WORKS, PLANT, PARKS & GARDENS:" \f C \l "1" WORKS, PLANT, PARKS & GARDENS:


	0304.019  TC "PLANT REPORT" \f C \l "1" PLANT REPORT


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 P T Freeman

	council decision:
	That the Plant Mechanic’s report be received and that the Chief Executive Officer investigate the benefit of purchasing a second-hand Vib Roller as opposed to hiring.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.020  TC "COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE – CHANGE OF" \f C \l "1" COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE – CHANGE OF


Moved:
L J Wainwright
Seconded:
 P T Freeman

	council decision:
	That:

· Council reaffirm its previous advice to the Kembla Zoo Community Committee that funding beyond 31 August 2004 is subject to the demonstration of satisfactory progress as previously advised; 

· Councillor Thurkle be appointed as Council’s representative on the Kembla Zoo Community Committee; and

· The boundary fence be repaired and, if necessary, replaced to ensure that it is secure.

CARRIED 9/0


2:56pm:
The Manager of Corporate Services left the meeting.

	0304.021  TC "PUBLIC ROAD ACCESS AGREEMENT – COMPLIANCE WITH" \f C \l "1" PUBLIC ROAD ACCESS AGREEMENT – COMPLIANCE WITH


Moved:
N D Johnstone
Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

	council decision:
	That:

· The commencement of 24-hour road train iron-ore cartage operations from Tallering Peak to the Rail Transfer Station as of Thursday, 4 March 2004, be noted; and

· The appending of the signature of Mr Brian Johnson on behalf of Mount Gibson Mining Limited to the Public Road Access Agreement, the Rail Transfer Station Agreement and the Public Benefit Agreement be acknowledged as assent by Mount Gibson Mining Limited to those Agreements, and that the Chief Executive Officer be directed to undertake compliance action in accordance with the conditions contained within those Agreements.

CARRIED 9/0


3:07pm:
Councillor Panting left the meeting.

3:10pm:
Mr Bob Roden, Works Supervisor, entered the meeting.

3:11pm:
Councillor Panting entered the meeting.

	0304.022  TC "WORKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT" \f C \l "1" WORKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

	council decision:
	That the Works Supervisor’s report, including the Parks and Gardens report, for the month of February 2004 be received, and the following be directed for his attention:

· Pallottine Road – it was reported that there is loose sand on the east end

· The Works Supervisor advised that it is intended for all floodways in the Shire to be done in one single hit in 2004/2005.

· Langridge Road – is very narrow between Kelly Road and the Pindar-Tardun Road with grader operations.

CARRIED 9/0


MEETING ADJOURNED FROM 3:19PM TO 3:42PM

	0304.023  TC "MEETING RECONVENED:" \f C \l "1" MEETING RECONVENED:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L A Panting


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward)

Councillor J B Thurkle



(Central Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

	0304.024  TC "ROAD TRAIN ROUTES – REVIEW OF" \f C \l "1" ROAD TRAIN ROUTES – REVIEW OF


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 P T Freeman

	council decision:
	That Main Roads Western Australia be advised that:

· Council does not support any moves to reduce, from those local governments presently authorised, the length of multi-combination vehicles from 36.5 metres to 27.5 metres; and

· Any such move is in contradiction to the verbal assurance given by the Manager of Heavy Vehicle Operations to this council and others at a meeting at Mingenew on Friday, 10 October 2003.

CARRIED 9/0


4:57pm:
Councillor L Newman left the meeting.

	0304.025  TC "EASTER ROAD SAFETY CAMPAIGN – SUPPORT FOR" \f C \l "1" EASTER ROAD SAFETY CAMPAIGN – SUPPORT FOR


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That the Easter 2004 Road Safety Campaign advertising as proposed by the Member for Kalgoorlie, Mr Barry Haase MHR, be supported to the extent of $100.00.

CARRIED 8/0


4:59pm:
Councillor L Newman entered the meeting.

	0304.026  TC "FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:" \f C \l "1" FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:


	0304.027  TC "CHANGING METHOD OF VALUATION OF LAND – MOUNT GIBSON MINING LIMITED" \f C \l "1" CHANGING METHOD OF VALUATION OF LAND – MOUNT GIBSON MINING LIMITED


Moved:
N D Johnstone
Seconded:
 J B Thurkle

	council decision:
	That the Hon Minister for Local Government and Regional Development be requested to alter the valuation method for the Mullewa Shire Council such that the land holdings associated with assessments A1230, A1372, A1374, A1375, A1376, A1377, A1445, A1446, A1447, A1448, A1449 and A1286 in the name of Mount Gibson Mining Limited be rated based on Gross Rental Values.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.028  TC "FINANCE REPORT 29 FEBRUARY 2004" \f C \l "1" FINANCE REPORT 29 FEBRUARY 2004


Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 J B Thurkle

	
	FINANCIAL POSITION

The Bank Reconciliation balances for 29 February 2004 and 31 January 2004 with comparisons to the previous year, were as follows:



	
	
	february 2004
	january 2004

	
	*municipal fund

trust fund
	$1,047,817.86cr

$18,866.22cr
	
	$1,013,554.25cr

$18,531.82cr


	

	
	
	february 2003
	january 2003

	
	*municipal fund

trust fund
	$386,696.54cr

$15,239.11cr
	
	$318,420.81cr

$15,469.11cr
	

	
	*municipal fund includes all unrestricted funds



	
	bank statement balances:

The bank balances as at 29 february 2004 were as follows:
unrestricted funds

	
	municipal fund

cash deposit account

commercial bill 

restricted funds

reserve funds commercial bill

trust fund

all of the above funds are invested with the commonwealth bank.
	$131,016.30cr

$262,527.42cr

$700,000.00cr

$181,831.65cr

$17,558.55cr

	
	

	council decision:
	That the Finance Report for the period ended 29 February 2004 be received.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.029  TC "RECREATION CENTRE – WAIVER OF HIRE FEE" \f C \l "1" RECREATION CENTRE – WAIVER OF HIRE FEE


Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That the Department of Community Development (Mullewa Office) be permitted usage of the Mullewa Recreation Centre for the purpose of conducting a Mega Play-Day on Monday 3 May and Tuesday 4 May 2004 provided that:

· Precedence may need to be given to a hirer willing to pay full hire charges;

· The hire facility is left neat and tidy at the conclusion of each day’s event; and

· Recognition is given of Council’s commitment to this project.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.030  TC "MULLEWA YOUTH BUS – USE OF" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA YOUTH BUS – USE OF


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That use of the Mullewa Youth Service bus by the Mullewa Junior Football Club for the purpose of transportation of players to away games be declined.

CARRIED 7/2


	0304.031  TC "UNPAID RATES – ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY" \f C \l "1" UNPAID RATES – ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY


Moved:
N D Johnstone
Seconded:
 L A Panting

	council decision:
	That the correspondence from Mr R E Mann offering the council his property at Lot 20 Langford Street in exchange for waiving of Shire rates and other charges be acknowledged, and that he be advised that at this time the council has no interest in acquiring this property.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.032  TC "SELF-MANAGED SUPERANNUATION FUND – ESTABLISHMENT OF" \f C \l "1" SELF-MANAGED SUPERANNUATION FUND – ESTABLISHMENT OF


Mr Graham Wilks declared a financial interest in this item as the author of the report and offered to vacate the meeting.  By consensus, it was determined that Mr Wilks did not need to leave the meeting.

Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That superannuation contributions presently being paid, and where permissible all prior contributions, to the credit of Mr Graham Stanley Wilks and Mrs Janice Dorothy Wilks in excess of the statutory 9% Superannuation Guarantee Contributions will be paid by the Mullewa Shire Council to an eligible superannuation fund, including a self-managed superannuation fund, on behalf of the applicants in accordance with the legal opinion obtained by the applicants.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.033  TC "COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN – COMPLETION OF" \f C \l "1" COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN – COMPLETION OF


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 L A Panting

	council decision:
	That the Compliance Audit Return be adopted as the official return for the Shire of Mullewa for the period 1 January to 31 December 2003 and certified by the Shire President and Chief Executive Officer as true and correct to the best of their knowledge.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.034  TC "2004 ASSOCIATION HONOURS – AWARDING OF" \f C \l "1" 2004 ASSOCIATION HONOURS – AWARDING OF


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the Shire President and Deputy Shire President be given delegated authority to submit nominations under the Honours Policy for the Western Australian Local Government Association on behalf of the Shire of Mullewa.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.035  TC "STAFF REVIEW – MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES" \f C \l "1" STAFF REVIEW – MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That the Manager of Corporate Services receive an immediate bonus payment of $2,000 and a further bonus payment of a minimum of $2,000 be paid in fortnightly increments concluding on or about 7 June 2005.

CARRIED 6/3


	0304.036  TC "RAMBO THE AMBO – SUPPORT FOR" \f C \l "1" RAMBO THE AMBO – SUPPORT FOR


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

	council decision:
	That the council support the Western Australian Local Government Association by indicating its participation in the Rambo the Ambo rally.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.037  TC "CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:" \f C \l "1" CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:


Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer’s report for the month of February 2004 be received, and recommendations arising from that report be adopted:

· Forthcoming Meetings

· 23.02.2004:  DCD Interagency Meeting

· 24.02.2004:  North Midlands VROC CEOs Meeting

· 03.03.2004:  North Midlands VROC Meeting

· 04.03.2004 & 05.03.2004:  Northern Country Zone of WALGA Annual Conference

· 10.03.2004:  District Operations Advisory Committee Meeting

· 11.03.2004:  Bush Fire Group Meeting

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.038  TC "NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:" \f C \l "1" NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:


	0304.039  TC "ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS" \f C \l "1" ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS


Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That:

The accounts numbered:

Electronic Funds Transfer
645 – 707 (inclusive)

Trust Fund


151 – 155 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8393 – 8406 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8437 – 8451 (inclusive)

Direct Debits


26.02.2004; 10.03.2004

totalling $211,805.05 and Special Payments numbered

Electronic Funds Transfer
645 – 646 (inclusive)

Trust Fund


151 – 155 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8393 – 8406 (inclusive)

Direct Debits


26.02.2004; 10.03.2004;

be passed for payment, and

Accounts totalling $18,816.69 outstanding since 17 March 2004 be received.

CARRIED 9/0


	0304.040  TC "GENERAL BUSINESS:" \f C \l "1" GENERAL BUSINESS:


	0304.041  TC "COMMITTEE MEETINGS – NOTIFICATION OF" \f C \l "1" COMMITTEE MEETINGS – NOTIFICATION OF


Councillor Johnstone requested that he be made aware of all Committee meetings proposed to be held.

	0304.042  TC "HOUSING LIST – PROGRESS ON" \f C \l "1" HOUSING LIST – PROGRESS ON


Councillor Wainwright enquired about the progress on all properties within the townsite in which Council has previously expressed concerns as to their condition.  She asked for a report to be tabled at the next meeting.

	0304.043  TC "MULLEWA JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB – DONATION TOWARDS" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB – DONATION TOWARDS


Councillor Wainwright asked if Council would be interested in providing a donation towards the Mullewa Junior Football Club.

	0304.044  TC "REVIEW OF WARDS AND REPRESENTATION – ADVERTISING OF" \f C \l "1" REVIEW OF WARDS AND REPRESENTATION – ADVERTISING OF


Councillor Panting advised that the advertisement of the Discussion Paper for the review of the Wards and Representation in the Geraldton Guardian and the Mullewa Mail may not be enough.  He suggested that the Chief Executive Officer put an advertisement on the ABC radio.

	0304.045  TC "TIDY STREET COMPETITION – INTEREST IN" \f C \l "1" TIDY STREET COMPETITION – INTEREST IN


Councillor Thomas asked if Council was interested in entering the Tidy Street competition.

	0304.046  TC "COUNTRY MEDICAL FOUNDATION" \f C \l "1" COUNTRY MEDICAL FOUNDATION


Councillor Thomas advised that the Country Medical Foundation provides eleven medical scholarships and there will be five new scholarships in 2004.  Currently the Foundation has $700,000 in the bank and gives out $100,000 per annum and is looking for further funds and establishing a Management Committee.

	0304.047  TC "MONSIGNOR HAWES HERITAGE TRUST MEETING" \f C \l "1" MONSIGNOR HAWES HERITAGE TRUST MEETING


Councillor Thomas advised that at the Monsignor Hawes Heritage Trust Meeting held on 17 February 2004, a decision was made to set up a master plan and that the committee is looking at a facilitator to set up this plan.

Councillor Thomas was asked on behalf of the Monsignor Hawes Heritage Trust to thank Council for its donation of funds towards the objectives of the Trust.

	0304.048  TC "MULLEWA POSITIONING STATEMENT" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA POSITIONING STATEMENT


It was decided that the Positioning Statement “An Everlasting Culture” be discussed at the next ordinary meeting of Council.

	0304.049  TC "CLOSURE OF MEETING:" \f C \l "1" CLOSURE OF MEETING:


5:32pm:
The President closed the meeting.

	These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on 21 April 2004.

Signed:



A J Messina, President

Date:

21 April 2004 
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