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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SHIRE OF MULLEWA HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY 15 OCTOBER 2003.

	1003.01  TC "DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:" \f C \l "1" DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:


1:06pm
The President declared the meeting open.

	1003.02  TC "RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:" \f C \l "1" RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L A Panting


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward) [in at 1:08pm]

Councillor J B Thurkle



(Central Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Mr M F Bowen – Manager Corporate Services

APOLOGIES:
Councillor F W Newman


(South West Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Nil.

VISITORS:

Mr Jamie Mawer, Teacher – Mullewa District High School; Geoffrey Goodwin, Student and Harris Comeagain, Student.

	1003.03  TC "EARLY RATEPAYER INCENTIVE PRIZE – DRAWING OF" \f C \l "1" EARLY RATEPAYER INCENTIVE PRIZE – DRAWING OF


Mr Jamie Mawer was requested by the Shire President to conduct the draw to determine the winner of the early payment of rates incentive prize.  The $500.00 prize, donated by the Commonwealth Bank, was won by Brijoy Pty Ltd with Assessment number A197.

1:08pm:
Councillor L M Newman entered the meeting.

	1003.04  TC "RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:" \f C \l "1" RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:


Nil.

	1003.05  TC "PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:" \f C \l "1" PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:


The President opened the meeting for public questions.  The following questions were received:

	1003.06  TC "MULLEWA SKATE PARK – THANKS FOR" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA SKATE PARK – APPRECIATION OF


Geoffrey Goodwin thanked Council for constructing the Skate Park.  He also advised Council that some students were concerned about the loose gravel surrounding the Skate Park.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that this area will be sealed when the Basketball court is due to be constructed immediately after harvest, which will then eliminate the risk of gravel entering the Skate Park area.

	1003.07  TC "MULLEWA SKATE PARK – WATER FOUNTAIN" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA SKATE PARK – WATER FOUNTAIN


Harris Comeagain asked Council when the water fountain at the Skate Park will be connected.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that, if Council approves it, the fountain will be connected within the next 4 weeks.

1:13pm:
The Chief Executive Officer escorted Mr Jamie Mawer, Geoffrey Goodwin and Harris Comeagain from the meeting.

1:14pm:
The Chief Executive Officer entered the meeting.

	1003.08  TC "BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:" \f C \l "1" BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:


Nil.

1:20pm:
Councillor Thurkle left the meeting.

1:22pm:
Councillor Thurkle entered the meeting.

	1003.09  TC "CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:" \f C \l "1" CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 17 September 2003, as printed, be confirmed.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.010  TC "ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:" \f C \l "1" ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:


Nil.

	1003.011  TC "PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS:" \f C \l "1" PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS:


Nil.

	1003.012  TC "REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:" \f C \l "1" REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:


Nil.

	1003.013  TC "MULLEWA YOUTH SERVICES:" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA YOUTH SERVICES:


	1003.014  TC "YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT" \f C \l "1" YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	That the report of the Youth Development Officer on activities for the October 2003 school holidays be received and the information noted.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.015  TC "HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:" \f C \l "1" HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:


	1003.016  TC "BUILDING APPLICATIONS" \f C \l "1" BUILDING APPLICATIONS


Moved:
L J Wainwright
Seconded:
 J B Thurkle

	council decision:
	That the report of building statistics for the month of September 2003 be received.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.017  TC "BUILDING CONDITION – DISAPPOINTMENT AT" \f C \l "1" BUILDING CONDITION – DISAPPOINTMENT AT


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That the owners of Lot 24 Jose Street, Mullewa, be requested to provide definite indications of their intention with respect to repair of the property.  The Chief Executive Officer is to offer suggestions to the property owner with respect to securing the premises using appropriate materials.  If the property owner wishes to board up the premises then such boards are to be neatly fitted within the glazing beads of the windows and doors.  

The following policy is to be adopted with respect to the repair of any property damaged within the community:

· The landowner is to be written to and requested to bring their property up to the desired standard, and suggestions for the use of appropriate material may be given,

· Temporary repair of premises to make it safe and secure will be permitted for a maximum period of 30 days following the damage, and

· If no action within this period then the landowner is to be advised that within another 30 days unless the property is satisfactorily secured and neatly presented in conformity with the amenity of the neighbourhood then an immediate order to demolish will be issued.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.018  TC "STATE SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY – RECEIPT OF" \f C \l "1" STATE SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY – RECEIPT OF


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	That the West Australian State Sustainability Strategy be received and that information from the Western Australian Local Government Association be awaited with respect to the impact of the strategy upon local government.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.019  TC "WORKS, PLANT, PARKS & GARDENS:" \f C \l "1" WORKS, PLANT, PARKS & GARDENS:


	1003.020  TC "ROADS TO RECOVERY – RENEWAL CAMPAIGN" \f C \l "1" ROADS TO RECOVERY – RENEWAL CAMPAIGN


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	That the Australian Local Government Association’s renewal Roads to Recovery program be supported and that action be taken by the Mullewa Shire Council to bring to the attention of its local federal Members of Parliament the benefits of the R2R program within the Mullewa Shire and request that the program be renewed.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.021  TC "ROADSIDE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT – TRAINING SEMINAR" \f C \l "1" ROADSIDE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT – TRAINING SEMINAR


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That the action of the staff in organising a Natural Resource Management in Transport Corridors seminar in Mullewa on 11 November 2003 be supported.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.022  TC "FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:" \f C \l "1" FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:


	1003.023  TC "AUDIT REPORT – RECEIPT OF" \f C \l "1" AUDIT REPORT – RECEIPT OF


Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

	council decision:
	That:

· The Audit Report for the Municipality for the year ended 30 June 2003 be received;

· The Annual Report of the Municipality be received on 19 November 2003, and

· The General Meeting of Electors be held 10:30am on Wednesday, 17 December 2003.

CARRIED 9/0


The Shire President thanked the Chief Executive Officer and Staff for an excellent Audit Report.

	1003.024  TC "PROPOSED LOCALITIES – SHIRE OF MULLEWA" \f C \l "1" PROPOSED LOCALITIES – SHIRE OF MULLEWA


Moved:
L J Wainwright
Seconded:
 J B Thurkle

	council decision:
	That:

· The correspondence from the Geographic Names Committee be noted and that its deliberations with the Town of Kwinana with respect to the change of the name of the locality known as Casuarina be awaited, and

· The community in the southwest of the Mullewa Shire that is supporting the locality name “The Casuarinas” be invited through its Councillor representative to consider an alternative name for the locality in the event that the application to the Geographic Names Committee is not successful.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.025  TC "PINDAR TOWNSITE – OFFER OF LAND" \f C \l "1" PINDAR TOWNSITE – OFFER OF LAND


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer write to Mr Sam Pirrottina, owner of Lots 29, 30 & 31 Sharpe Street, Pindar; Mr Ron Fisher, owner of Lot 32 Sharpe Street, Pindar; and Mr Peter McIntyre, owner of Lot 107 Mullewa-Wubin Road, advising that Council has no interest in purchasing the said Lots and further advising that the rates are still outstanding.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.026  TC "ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS – CONTRIBUTION TO" \f C \l "1" ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS – CONTRIBUTION TO


2:32pm:
Councillor Thurkle left the meeting.

2:34pm:
Councillor Thurkle entered the meeting.

Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	That sponsorship of four members from this community to participate in a five day Catchment, Corridors and Coast Development program not be supported.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.027  TC "FINANCE REPORT 30 SEPTEMBER 2003" \f C \l "1" FINANCE REPORT 30 SEPTEMBER 2003 


Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 P T Freeman

	comment:
	FINANCIAL POSITION

The Bank Reconciliation balances for 30 September 2003 and 31 August 2003 with comparisons to the previous year, were as follows:



	
	
	september 2003
	august 2003

	
	*municipal fund

trust fund
	$248,970.41cr

$11,546.72cr
	
	$155,852.23cr

$10,826.72cr


	

	
	
	september 2002
	august 2002

	
	*municipal fund

trust fund
	$627,643.72cr

$14,359.11cr
	
	$145,901.90cr

$14,374.11cr
	

	
	*municipal fund includes all unrestricted funds



	
	bank statement balances:

The bank balances as at 30 september 2003 were as follows:

unrestricted funds

	
	municipal fund

cash deposit account

commercial bill 

restricted funds

reserve funds commercial bill

trust fund

all of the above funds are invested with the commonwealth bank.
	$96,372.31cr

$148,714.14cr

$nilcr

$182,331.27cr

$9,547.54cr

	
	

	council decision:
	That the Finance Report for the period ended 30 September 2003 be received.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.028  TC "REGIONAL PRIORITY PLAN – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS" \f C \l "1" REGIONAL PRIORITY PLAN – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS


Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer make comment on the Midwest Regional Priority Plan to the Midwest Development Commission as he considers appropriate.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.029  TC "PASTORAL BASED TOURIST VENTURE – APPLICATION FOR" \f C \l "1" PASTORAL BASED TOURIST VENTURE – APPLICATION FOR


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That the application from the lessees of Yallalong Station for low-key tourism on the pastoral lease for a term expiring on 30 June 2015 be supported subject to the following:

· Compliance with conditions as imposed by the Pastoral Land Board, and

· Compliance with all relevant legislation including, but not limited to, the Caravan and Camping Grounds Regulations 1997, Health Act 1911 and Building Code of Australia.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.030  TC "DIFFICULT ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES – IMPACT OF" \f C \l "1" DIFFICULT ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES – IMPACT OF


Moved:
 B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That:

· The Agriculture Development Partnership submission be supported;

· Copies of the submission be made available to the Shires of Perenjori, Morawa and Chapman Valley, and

· Correspondence be directed to the Honourable Minister for Agriculture and local West Australian Members of Parliament and federal representatives with a request to support the submission.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.031  TC "WATERING AUSTRALIA FOUNDATION – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS" \f C \l "1" WATERING AUSTRALIA FOUNDATION – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That a donation of $500.00 be made to the Watering Australia Foundation.

LOST 5/4


MEETING ADJOURNED FROM 2:55PM TO 3:19PM

	1003.032  TC "MEETING RECONVENED:" \f C \l "1" MEETING RECONVENED:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

Councillor F W Newman


(South West Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L A Panting


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward)

Councillor J B Thurkle



(Central Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Mr M F Bowen – Manager Corporate Services

VISITORS:
Mr Bob Roden, Works Supervisor

Ms Natasha Freeman – Health Promotion Officer, Mullewa Health Services

Mr Lou Tatisciore – Acting Regional Manager, Department for Community Development 

	1003.033  TC "WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS:" \f C \l "1" WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS:


	1003.034  TC "WORKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT" \f C \l "1" WORKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 L A Panting

	council decision:
	That the Works Supervisor’s report for the month of August 2003 be received, and that the following be directed for his attention:

· Beamont Road – Councillor Doherty advised that reflective road signs on the northern section of this road are obstructing the entrance to his paddock.  The Works Supervisor advised he will assess and rectify this problem.

· Curara Swamp Road – Councillor Thomas advised that gravel is needed to cover exposed rocks.  The Works Supervisor advised that he will assess this road.

· Erangy Springs Road – Councillor Freeman advised that this road is breaking up due to rising moisture.  The Works Supervisor advised that this problem will correct itself as the road surface dries.

· Moore Road – Councillor Freeman advised that a “curve” sign is needed on this road.

· Yanga Road – Councillor Steele advised that this road requires grading.

· Thomas Road – Councillor Wainwright advised that some residents are concerned about the condition of this road.  The Works Supervisor advised that this road will be graded when the maintenance graders are in the area.

· Burton Road – Councillor Thomas advised that the wild oats are dangerously high and in need of clearing on the intersection of Burton Road and Peters Road.

· Grima Road – Councillor L Newman advised that the southern end of this road is sandy and requires stabilising.

The Works Supervisor advised Council that the Casuarinas Road will be completed in the forthcoming week and that the crew will then commence working on harvest routes, including Kelly Road.

CARRIED 9/0


3:35pm:
Mr Bob Roden left the meeting.

3:35pm:
The Chief Executive Officer left the meeting.

3:37pm:
The Chief Executive Officer entered the meeting.

	1003.035  TC "HEALTH PROMOTION OFFICER – MULLEWA HEALTH SERVICES" \f C \l "1" HEALTH PROMOTION OFFICER – MULLEWA HEALTH SERVICES


Ms Natasha Freeman, Health Promotion Officer at the Mullewa Health Services, gave Council a brief overview of what her position entails.  She advised Council that the main role of her position is to facilitate improvements in health within the communities of the Shires of Mullewa, Yalgoo and Murchison; including liaising with all schools, sports clubs, various societies, the media and the councils to develop and deliver programs.

Ms Freeman stated that she would welcome any suggestions and feedback to enhance her service delivery.

3:44pm:
The Chief Executive Officer escorted Ms Natasha Freeman from the meeting.

3:45pm:
The Chief Executive Officer returned to the meeting.

	1003.036  TC "DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – REPORT OF" \f C \l "1" DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – REPORT OF


Mr Lou Tatisciore – Acting Regional Manager, Department for Community Development addressed the meeting.

Points raised in his address were:

· Community capacity building,

· The Department will try to work with the community to create a sustainable environment for all.

3:52pm:
The Chief Executive Officer left the meeting.

3:53pm:
The Chief Executive Officer returned to the meeting.

Mr Tatisciore suggested that an engagement of youth projects could help resolve the current problems of anti-social behaviour, as is currently being trialled in other communities.  The Chief Executive Officer suggested that the Safer WA Mullewa Local Committee could be the facilitator of such a project.

4:32pm:
The Chief Executive Officer escorted Mr Tatisciore from the meeting.

4:33pm:
The Chief Executive Officer returned to the meeting.

	1003.037  TC "CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:" \f C \l "1" CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:


Moved:
L M Newman

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer’s report for the month of September 2003 be received, and recommendations arising from that report be adopted:

· Forthcoming Meetings

· 22.09.2003:  Northern Country Zone WALGA 

· 26.09.2003:  Mullewa Skate Park

· 03.10.2003, 08.10.2003 & 09.10.2003:  Bush Fire Brigade Functions

· 09.10.2003:  Accommodation – Patience Transport

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.038  TC "NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:" \f C \l "1" NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:


	1003.039  TC "ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS" \f C \l "1" ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That the accounts numbered

Electronic Funds Transfer
364 – 426 (inclusive)

Trust Fund


131 – 134 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8219 – 8234 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8261 – 8271 (inclusive)

Direct Debits


24.09.2003; 08.10.2003

totalling $172,993.57 and Special Payments numbered

Trust Fund


131 – 134 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8219 – 8234 (inclusive)

Direct Debits


24.09.2003; 08.10.2003

be passed for payment.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.040  TC "ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS" \f C \l "1" ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS


Moved:
L J Wainwright
Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That the list of accounts totalling $20,777.22 outstanding since 15 October 2003 be received.

CARRIED 9/0


4:47pm:
The Manager Corporate Services left the meeting.
4:49pm:
The Manager Corporate Services entered the meeting.
	1003.041  TC "TOWN HALL HIRE – MULLEWA DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL" \f C \l "1" TOWN HALL HIRE – MULLEWA DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That permission be granted to the Mullewa District High School for the hire of the Mullewa Town Hall, free of charge, to conduct dancing lessons.

CARRIED 9/0


	1003.042  TC "GENERAL BUSINESS:" \f C \l "1" GENERAL BUSINESS:


	1003.043  TC "CBAS JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS – SUCCESS OF" \f C \l "1" CBAS JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS – SUCCESS OF


Councillor Thomas advised that the Christian Bros. Agricultural School, Tardun, jubilee celebrations were a success with 215 people attending the dinner.

4:58pm:
Mr Michael Keane entered the meeting.

	1003.044  TC "MULLEWA BOWLING CLUB – FUTURE OF" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA BOWLING CLUB – FUTURE OF


Councillor Thomas enquired about the future development of the former Mullewa Bowling Club building.

The Shire President advised that Council is awaiting further funding before works can be commenced.

	1003.045  TC "LOT 61 CARSON STREET – DEMOLITION OF" \f C \l "1" LOT 61 CARSON STREET – DEMOLITION OF


Councillor Wainwright advised that the demolition site at Lot 61 Carson Street has not been cleaned up.  She also advised that there are several houses in the eastern section of the town in need of attention.

	1003.046  TC "2003 TOURIST SEASON – REPORT OF" \f C \l "1" 2003 TOURIST SEASON – REPORT OF


Councillor Wainwright advised that the tourist season this year was a great success with over 2,000 visitors passing through the centre of Mullewa.

Councillor Wainwright also advised that the Mullewa Tourist Promotion Committee is likely to lose the services of Mrs June Morgan and Mrs June Wall.

	1003.047  TC "CLOSURE OF MEETING:" \f C \l "1" CLOSURE OF MEETING:


5:10pm:
The President closed the meeting.

	These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on 19 November 2003.

Signed:



A J Messina, President

Date:

19 November 2003 
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