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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SHIRE OF MULLEWA HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2003.

	0903.01  TC "DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:" \f C \l "1" DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:


1:17pm:
The President declared the meeting open.

	0903.02  TC "RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:" \f C \l "1" RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

Councillor F W Newman


(South West Ward) [in at 1:27pm]

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L A Panting


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward) [in at 1:36pm]

Councillor J B Thurkle



(Central Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Mr M F Bowen – Manager Corporate Services

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

VISITORS:

Ms Jennifer Edwards, Teacher – Our Lady of Mount Carmel School; Kurt Tropiano, Student and Jessica Morrissey, Student.

	0903.03  TC "RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:" \f C \l "1" RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:


Nil.

	0903.04  TC "PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:" \f C \l "1" PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:


The President opened the meeting for public questions.  The following questions were received:

	0903.05  TC "SKATE PARK – APPRECIATION OF" \f C \l "1" SKATE PARK – APPRECIATION OF


Kurt Tropiano thanked Council for all the hard work in securing grants for the development of the Skate Park.

	0903.06  TC "SOCCER GOALS – REQUEST FOR" \f C \l "1" SOCCER GOALS – REQUEST FOR


Kurt Tropiano requested Council provide a soccer goal behind the football goals at the Mullewa Recreation Centre.

The Shire President advised that he will assess the situation and advise the school of the outcome at a future date.

	0903.07  TC "WATERWAYS – HISTORY OF" \f C \l "1" WATERWAYS – HISTORY OF


Jessica Morrissey advised Council that the Year 7 class are currently building a model of the Wooderanning Creek, and that a consultant from the Water and Rivers Commission is assisting.  Jessica asked if the Council had any information on this creek.

The Chief Executive Officer replied that the Council had no specific information, but some old aerial photos may reveal the historical condition of the creek.

1:26pm:
The Chief Executive Officer escorted Ms Jennifer Edwards, Kurt Tropiano and Jessica Morrissey from the meeting.

1:27pm:
The Chief Executive Officer entered the meeting.



Councillor F W Newman entered the meeting.

1:28pm:
Ms Melanie Brady, Environmental Health Officer, entered the meeting.

	0903.08  TC "APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE:" \f C \l "1" APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE:


Nil.

	0903.09  TC "ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:" \f C \l "1" ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:


Nil.

	0903.010  TC "PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS:" \f C \l "1" PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS:


Nil.

	0903.011  TC "REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:" \f C \l "1" REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:


Nil.

	0903.012  TC "HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:" \f C \l "1" HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:


	0903.013  TC "BUILDING APPLICATIONS" \f C \l "1" BUILDING APPLICATIONS


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That the report of building statistics for the month of August 2003 be received.

CARRIED 9/0


	0903.014  TC "FOOD SAMPLING SCHEME – CHANGES TO" \f C \l "1" FOOD SAMPLING SCHEME – CHANGES TO


1:36pm:
Councillor L M Newman entered the meeting.

Moved:
N D Johnstone
Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That Council support the general principles of the Revised Scheme costing report prepared by Noel Souness and submit additional comments where necessary.

CARRIED 10/0


1:38pm:
Ms Melanie Brady left the meeting.



Councillor P T Freeman left the meeting.

1:42pm:
Councillor P T Freeman entered the meeting.

	0903.015  TC "WATCH ON HEALTH – ENDORSED AGENCY" \f C \l "1" WATCH ON HEALTH – ENDORSED AGENCY


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 F W Newman

	council decision:
	That the Health Standards and Surveillance Council be advised that the Mullewa Shire Council agrees to become an endorsed agency under “Watch on Health”.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.016  TC "CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:" \f C \l "1" CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 20 August 2003, as printed, be confirmed.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.017  TC "BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:" \f C \l "1" BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:


Nil.

2:11pm:
Councillor J B Thurkle left the meeting.

2:13pm:
Councillor J B Thurkle entered the meeting.

	0903.018  TC "NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:" \f C \l "1" NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:


	0903.019  TC "MULLEWA REFUSE SITE LOCAL LAW – PREPARATION OF" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA REFUSE SITE LOCAL LAW – PREPARATION OF


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer prepare a Local Law to provide for the tipping of approved materials including a schedule of charges at the Mullewa refuse site.

CARRIED 10/0


2:42pm:
Councillor L A Panting left the meeting.

2:44pm:
Councillor L A Panting entered the meeting.

	0903.020  TC "TENDERS – CALLING OF" \f C \l "1" TENDERS – CALLING OF FOR PRIME MOVER AND TRUCKS


Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That tenders be called for the supply of a prime mover, including a price of a unit capable of towing a road train, and for a small 5 – 6 tonne truck on the basis of a trade in or outright sale of MW5011 and MW5013, and that indicative pricing be sought on the purchase of a good quality second-hand bobcat and backhoe.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.021  TC "LOCAL ROAD PROJECT FUNDING – SUBMISSIONS 2004/2005" \f C \l "1" LOCAL ROAD PROJECT FUNDING – SUBMISSIONS 2004/2005


Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 F W Newman

	council decision:
	That the action of the Chief Executive Officer in submitting projects for Nangetty-Walkaway, Yuna-Tenindewa, Carnarvon-Mullewa, Mingenew-Mullewa, Pindar-Tardun and Drummonds Roads under the local road project funding pool for the 2004/2005 financial year be endorsed.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.022  TC "FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:" \f C \l "1" FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:


	0903.023  TC "RATES – WRITING OFF" \f C \l "1" RATES – WRITING OFF


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	The amount of $90.01, being for unpaid voluntary fire levies, and the amount of $0.74, being for unpaid rates on a dead mining tenement, be written off.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.024  TC "FINANCE REPORT 31 AUGUST 2003" \f C \l "1" FINANCE REPORT 31 AUGUST 2003 


Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	
	FINANCIAL POSITION

The Bank Reconciliation balances for 31 July 2003 and 31 August 2003 with comparisons to the previous year, were as follows:



	
	
	july 2003
	august 2003

	
	*municipal fund

trust fund
	$166,274.83cr

$10,446.72cr
	
	$155,852.23cr

$10,826.72cr


	

	
	
	july 2002
	august 2002

	
	*municipal fund

trust fund
	$155,670.81cr

$14,394.11cr
	
	$145,901.90cr

$14,374.11cr
	

	
	*municipal fund includes all unrestricted funds



	
	bank statement balances:

The bank balances as at 31 august 2003 were as follows:

unrestricted funds

	
	municipal fund

cash deposit account

commercial bill 

restricted funds

reserve funds commercial bill

trust fund

all of the above funds are invested with the commonwealth bank.
	$19,546.16cr

$158,714.14cr

$nilcr

$178,077.21cr

$9,984.00cr

	
	

	council decision:
	That the Finance Report for the period ended 31 August 2003 be received.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.025  TC "LIFE EDUCATION MOBILE CLASSROOM – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS" \f C \l "1" LIFE EDUCATION MOBILE CLASSROOM – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS


3:00pm:
Mr Bob Roden, Works Supervisor, entered the meeting.

Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 J B Thurkle

	council decision:
	That no contribution, other than the provision of staff to assist in moving the prime mover and semi trailer throughout the Shire, be made to Life Education WA (Inc).

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.026  TC "WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS:" \f C \l "1" WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS:


	0903.027  TC "WORKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT" \f C \l "1" WORKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the Works Supervisor’s report, including the Plant report and the Parks and Gardens report, for the month of August 2003 be received, and that the following be directed for his attention:

· Curara Swamp Road – Councillor Thomas requested gravel sheeting works be undertaken on the truncated corner.  The Works Supervisor advised that he will attend to this during the next month.

· Various East Ward Roads – Councillor Thomas enquired about the possibility of compiling road maps detailing those roads with exposed rocks to enable these rocks to be covered.

· Casuarinas Road – Councillor Freeman reported that this road is badly corrugated near the Geraldton-Mt Magnet Road.  The Works Supervisor advised this road will be completely graded in the near future.

· Youth Precinct – Councillor Messina enquired about the new basketball court construction.  The Works Supervisor replied that he will attend to this when time and crew permit.

CARRIED 10/0


MEETING ADJOURNED FROM 3:24PM TO 3:50PM                

	0903.028  TC "MEETING RECONVENED:" \f C \l "1" MEETING RECONVENED:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

Councillor F W Newman


(South West Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L A Panting


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward)

Councillor J B Thurkle



(Central Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Mr M F Bowen – Manager Corporate Services

VISITORS:

Mr Bob Roden, Works Supervisor

Mr Peter Williams – Local Government Insurance Services

	0903.029  TC "LOCAL GOVERNMENT INSURANCE SERVICES – RISK MANAGEMENT" \f C \l "1" LOCAL GOVERNMENT INSURANCE SERVICES – RISK MANAGEMENT 


4:13pm:
Councillor N D Johnstone left the meeting.

4:15pm:
Councillor N D Johnstone entered the meeting.

Mr Peter Williams, Regional Risk Management Co-ordinator for Local Government Insurance Services, provided an overview on his role and the services he will provide to each Local Government in the Northern Zone region.

Areas covered were:

· Risk Coordinator Position and general overview of the scheme

· Why Councils should manage risk

· Councils obligations

· Councils Liability

· Areas covering Risk Management

· Benefits of Risk Management

· Services provided by JLTA

· Future program for Northern Zone

· Initial program and status for Mullewa Shire

· Issues raised so far by the program:

· Clothing Policy

· Drugs and Alcohol Policy

The Shire President thanked Mr Peter Williams for his presentation.

4:31pm:
Mr Bob Roden and Mr Peter Williams left the meeting.

	0903.030  TC "OVERSEAS EDUCATIONAL EXCURSION – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS" \f C \l "1" OVERSEAS EDUCATIONAL EXCURSION – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That no contribution be made to the Wandalgu Catholic Primary School towards an education excursion to New Zealand by students of that school in November 2003.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.031  TC "HERITAGE LOAN SCHEME – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS" \f C \l "1" HERITAGE LOAN SCHEME – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS


Moved:
J B Thurkle

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That support for the Heritage Loan Scheme only be undertaken following an indication from members of the Mullewa community that there is sufficient interest in accessing the scheme, which would justify a contribution from the local government.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.032  TC "AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP CEREMONIES – CEREMONY CODE" \f C \l "1" AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP CEREMONIES – CEREMONY CODE


Moved:
J B Thurkle

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That the Mullewa Shire Council through its Shire President:

· Acknowledge receipt of the Australian Citizenship Ceremonies Code, and

· Indicate its agreement to abide by the requirements set out in the Code.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.033  TC "CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:" \f C \l "1" CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:


Moved:
L A Panting

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer’s report for the month of August 2003 be received, and recommendations arising from that report be adopted:

· Forthcoming Meetings

· 21.08.2003:  Northern Barrier Fence Committee Meeting

· 24.08.2003:  Mullewa Wildflower Show

· 25.08.2003:  Local Government Legal Issues Briefing

· 29.08.2003:  Geraldton Region Plan Review

· 01.09.2003:  Cultivating Carnamah Address

· 02.09.2003:  Meeting with Dr Ron Hutchinson

· 03.09.2003:  Agriculture Update

· 10.09.2003:  Midwest Gascoyne DOAC Meeting

· 15.09.2003:  Bush Fire Group Meeting

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.034  TC "NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING:" \f C \l "1" NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING:


	0903.035  TC "ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS" \f C \l "1" ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS


Moved:
J B Thurkle

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the accounts numbered

Electronic Funds Transfer
308 – 363 (inclusive)

Trust Fund


129 – 130 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8187 – 8189 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8212 – 8218 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8237 – 8260 (inclusive)

Direct Debits


27.08.2003; 10.09.2003

totalling $275,572.70 and Special Payments numbered

Electronic Funds Transfer
308 – 309 (inclusive)

Trust Fund


129 – 130 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8187 – 8189 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8212 – 8218 (inclusive)

Direct Debits


27.08.2003; 10.09.2003

be passed for payment subject to no irregularities.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.036  TC "ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS" \f C \l "1" ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS


Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 F W Newman

	council decision:
	That the list of accounts totalling $8,205.71 outstanding since 17 September 2003 be received.

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.037  TC "GENERAL BUSINESS:" \f C \l "1" GENERAL BUSINESS:


	0903.038  TC "ABC RADIO FARM PROGRAM – REDUCTION OF" \f C \l "1" ABC RADIO FARM PROGRAM – REDUCTION OF


Moved:
F W Newman

Seconded:
 P T Freeman

	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer write to ABC Regional Radio, The Countryman newspaper and the Elders magazine, objecting to the reduction in the time of the rural segment of the Midwest/Wheatbelt ABC morning program from 25 minutes to 15 minutes. 

CARRIED 10/0


	0903.039  TC "PATTERSON’S CURSE – SPRAYING OF" \f C \l "1" PATTERSON’S CURSE – SPRAYING OF


Councillor F Newman expressed concerns over the amount of Patterson’s Curse on the Nangetty-Walkaway Road, west of the Erangy-Springs Road, and requested that the road verges be sprayed to control it.  Council resolved not to conduct a spraying program on this section of road.

	0903.040  TC "COUNCIL AGENDAS – E-MAILING OF" \f C \l "1" COUNCIL AGENDAS – E-MAILING OF


Councillor Doherty requested that the monthly agendas be e-mailed as a PDF document and not as a Word document.

	0903.041  TC "INCENTIVE AWARDS FOR EMPLOYEES – INTRODUCTION OF" \f C \l "1" INCENTIVE AWARDS FOR EMPLOYEES – INTRODUCTION OF


Councillor Thomas suggested implementing an incentive scheme or certificate on an annual basis for worthy employees.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that he would review protocols of an award for the top employee.

	0903.042  TC "37 CARSON STREET – FIRE HAZARD OF" \f C \l "1" 37 CARSON STREET – FIRE HAZARD OF


Councillor Thurkle expressed concerns about the potential fire hazard this property poses due to uncleared tall grass.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that this matter will be dealt with under the Firebreak Order (Section 33).

	0903.043  TC "DECEMBER MEETING – ADVERTISEMENT OF" \f C \l "1" DECEMBER MEETING – ADVERTISEMENT OF


Councillor Johnstone requested that the date of Council’s December meeting be advertised to ensure that this date does not clash with other community events.

	0903.044  TC "LOVERS LANE SIGN – DAMAGE TO" \f C \l "1" LOVERS LANE SIGN – DAMAGE TO


Councillor Freeman reported that the Lovers Lane road sign has been damaged by vandals and requested that the sign be straightened.

	0903.045  TC "CLOSURE OF MEETING:" \f C \l "1" CLOSURE OF MEETING:


5:29pm:
The President closed the meeting.

	These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on 15 October 2003.

Signed:



A J Messina, President

Date:

15 October 2003
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