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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SHIRE OF MULLEWA HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY 16 APRIL 2003.

	0403.01  TC "DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:" \f C \l "1" DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:


1:20pm
The President declared the meeting open.

	0403.02  TC "RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:" \f C \l "1" RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward) [in at 2:49pm]

Councillor J B Thurkle



(Central Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Mr M F Bowen – Manager Corporate Services

APOLOGIES:
Councillor F W Newman


(South West Ward)

Councillor G R Jenkin



(Central Ward)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

VISITORS:

Ms Maringi Querino, Teacher – Our Lady of Mount Carmel School; Steffi O’Brien, Student and Wiremu Querino, Student

	0403.03  TC "RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:" \f C \l "1" RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:


Nil

	0403.04  TC "PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:" \f C \l "1" PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:


The President opened the meeting for public questions.  The following questions were received:

	0403.05  TC "YOUTH PROGRAM – ATTENDANCE OF" \f C \l "1" YOUTH PROGRAM – ATTENDANCE OF


Steffi O’Brien asked if the youth service could offer transport services to collect out-of-town students for holiday program activities.

The President’s response was that the logistics of collecting children from outlying areas is difficult.  The parents of the interested children should bring the children into town for these activities.

The Chief Executive Officer suggested that Ms Querino could approach Jim Sandy to speak to the children at the schools to discuss ways of making activities accessible to the farming children.

Ms Querino advised that integration of town and farm children is a priority for her class.

	0403.06  TC "YOUTH CENTRE – DEVELOPMENT OF" \f C \l "1" YOUTH CENTRE – DEVELOPMENT OF


Wiremu Querino enquired about the progress of the new Youth Centre.  The President advised that it is progressing slowly and that more funding is currently being sought.  The Bowling Club is due to relocate to the new Sports Centre in May. A current grant submission is with the State Premier for $200,000.

Wiremu also asked if children can contribute to the design of the Skate Park.  The President thanked Wiremu for the question and the Chief Executive Officer advised that all submissions are welcome.  Specifications and criteria for the Skate Park development can be obtained from Miss Samantha Grahame, Council’s Administration Officer, to enable the schools to offer design input through structured classroom activity.  The Chief Executive Officer also suggested that each school could offer two representatives to form a small sub-committee.

The President thanked the visitors for their attendance.

1:35pm
The Chief Executive Officer escorted Ms Maringi Querino, Steffi O’Brien and Wiremu Querino from the meeting.

1:36pm
The Chief Executive Officer returned to the meeting.

2:17pm
Councillor Thurkle left the meeting.

2:19pm
Councillor Thurkle entered the meeting.

	0403.07  TC "CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:" \f C \l "1" CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 19 March 2003, as printed, be confirmed.

CARRIED 7/0


	0403.08  TC "YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT:" \f C \l "1" YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT:


	0403.09  TC "YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT" \f C \l "1" YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT


Moved:
L J Wainwright
Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That the report of the Youth Development Officer on activities for the month of March 2003 be received and the information noted.

CARRIED 7/0


	0403.010  TC "HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:" \f C \l "1" HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:


	0403.011  TC "BUILDING APPLICATIONS" \f C \l "1" BUILDING APPLICATIONS


	No motion was called for.


	0403.012  TC "GENE TECHNOLOGY REGULATOR" \f C \l "1" GENE TECHNOLOGY REGULATOR


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That with respect to comment on the proposal to allow the commercial release of Genetically Modified Crops the Council reaffirms its previous decisions as recorded in the minutes at items 1002.33; 1002.34; 0012.23; and 0006.28.

CARRIED 4/3

Councillor Thomas asked that her name be recorded as having voted against the motion.

REASON FOR DECISION

The Council believes that there is insufficient information with respect to the current debate on Genetically Modified Organisms to justify support for any moratorium or other viewpoint on the release of such crops.  The motions previously passed by Council adequately express its belief at this time.


	0403.013  TC "COUNTRY HEALTH SERVICES - REVIEW REPORT" \f C \l "1" COUNTRY HEALTH SERVICES - REVIEW REPORT


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

	council decision:
	That:

· Country Health Services Review report as presented by the Hon. Minister for Health be received; and

· The emphasis in the report on the delivery of health services to small towns with populations between 1000 and 4000 residents also be noted.

CARRIED 7/0


	0403.014  TC "WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS:" \f C \l "1" WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS:


	0403.015  TC "RUBBISH TIP – MAINTENANCE OF" \f C \l "1" RUBBISH TIP – MAINTENANCE OF


Councillor Thomas requested the Chief Executive Officer investigate the availability of biodegradable plastic bags and relevant costings.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that Council will place a waste movers dumpster at the tip site on a trial basis and will investigate the costing of a Waste Transfer Station similar to Mingenew.

2:49pm:
Councillor L Newman entered the meeting.

	0403.016  TC "DISPOSAL OF LAND – OFFER TO COUNCIL" \f C \l "1" DISPOSAL OF LAND – OFFER TO COUNCIL


Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 P T Freeman

	council decision:
	That the Department of Land Administration be advised that;

· Council will accept a Vesting Order and Management Order over Lot 276 Mullewa.  The purpose for the land will be landscape protection;

· An easement is to be granted in favour of Water Corporation of portion of Lot 276 for protection of a water main; and

· With respect to Lot 275 the provision of any local government services and infrastructure servicing this Lot will not be a funding priority.

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.017  TC "ROAD RAGE – ROAD FUNDING ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN" \f C \l "1" ROAD RAGE – ROAD FUNDING ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	That:

· The Midwest Regional Road Group be advised of this Council’s concern at the possible loss of state government road funding;

· The Minister for Transport and local Members of State Parliament be advised of the possible loss of state government road funds to local government; and

· Any campaign run by the West Australian Local Government Association seeking to redress and increase the level of State Government road funds to Local Government be supported.

CARRIED 8/0


2:56pm
Mr Bob Roden, Works Supervisor, entered the meeting.

	0403.018  TC "OUR LADY OF MT CARMEL – PARKING" \f C \l "1" OUR LADY OF MT CARMEL – PARKING


Moved:
N D Johnstone
Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

	council decision:
	That:

· Consideration be given to the adoption of the draft plan for proposed parking in Doney Street, Mullewa, as the preferred arrangement,

· That the Principal of Our Lady of Mt Carmel school and the Church Parish Council be advised of Council’s preferred option and comments sought, and

· Subject to finalisation of the preferred plan, funding be sought under the Black Spot program for up to $25,000 with the total project cost of approximately $40,000.

CARRIED 8/0



	0403.019  TC "WORKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT" \f C \l "1" WORKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That the Works Supervisor’s Report for the month of March 2003, be received, and that the following be directed for his attention:

· Pindar-Tardun Road – Councillor L Newman advised that the floodway south of Mindage Springs Road needs attention.  The Works Supervisor confirmed that repairs will be conducted within Council’s projected works over the next two months.

· Mindage Springs Road – Councillor L Newman advised that the floodway is in need of attention.

· Fumic Road – The Works Supervisor advised that maintenance grading is currently underway.

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.020  TC "PLANT REPORT" \f C \l "1" PLANT REPORT


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That the Plant Mechanic’s Report be received.

CARRIED 8/0


MEETING ADJOURNED FROM 3:10PM TO 3:36PM

	0403.021  TC "MEETING RECONVENED:" \f C \l "1" MEETING RECONVENED:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward)

Councillor J B Thurkle



(Central Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Mr M F Bowen – Manager Corporate Services

	0403.022  TC "FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:" \f C \l "1" FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:


	0403.023  TC "RESERVE ACCOUNT – MEDICAL FACILITY" \f C \l "1" RESERVE ACCOUNT – MEDICAL FACILITY 


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

	council decision:
	That:

· A Reserve Account to be established for the Medical Centre equipment and administration costs to be called “Medical Centre Reserve Account”;

· An amount of $71,000 be applied to the Medical Centre Reserve Account prior to 30 June 2003; and

· Further appropriations of uncommitted funds be transferred to the Medical Centre Reserve Account when received from the Shire of Carnamah’s Trust Fund Account.

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.024  TC "FINANCE REPORT 31 MARCH 2000" \f C \l "1" FINANCE REPORT 31 MARCH 2003 


Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	comment:
	FINANCIAL POSITION

The Bank Reconciliation balances for March 31, 2003 and February 28, 2003 with comparisons to the previous year, were as follows:



	
	
	march 2003
	february 2003

	
	municipal fund

trust fund
	$226,383.64cr

$15,419.11cr
	
	$386,696.54cr

$15,239.11cr


	

	
	
	march 2002
	february 2002

	
	*municipal fund

trust fund
	$207,628.46cr

$14,121.11cr
	
	$317,419.25cr

$14,461.11cr
	

	
	*municipal fund includes all unrestricted funds



	
	bank statement balances:

The bank balances as at 31 march 2003 were as follows:
unrestricted funds

	
	municipal fund

cash deposit account

commercial bill 

restricted funds

reserve funds cash management account

trust fund

all of the above funds are invested with the commonwealth bank.
	$77,292.00cr

$264,584.21cr

$nilcr

$187,000.00cr

$15,300.84cr

	
	

	council decision:
	That the Finance Report for the period ended 31 March 2003 be received.




3:56pm:
G S Wilks left the meeting.

3:57pm:
G S Wilks entered the meeting.

	0403.025  TC "DIFFICULT ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES – IMPACT OF" \f C \l "1" DIFFICULT ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES – IMPACT OF


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That:

· Support for the Pindar-Tardun Business Improvement Group in seeking to have the State Government underwrite finances to allow cropping activities to be conducted in 2003 including the action of the Shire President be affirmed and endorsed; and

· Action be taken to highlight this matter with Members of Parliament and others be undertaken.

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.026  TC "NORTHERN DISTRICTS COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUP INC, RURAL COUNSELLING PROGRAM – FUNDING FOR" \f C \l "1" NORTHERN DISTRICTS COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUP INC, RURAL COUNSELLING PROGRAM – FUNDING FOR


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	That an additional amount of $1,000.00, plus GST, be contributed to the Northern Districts Counselling Services for the 2002/2003 financial year.

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.027  TC "BOUNDARY REVIEW – SHIRE OF MURCHISON" \f C \l "1" BOUNDARY REVIEW – SHIRE OF MURCHISON


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That:

· The report on the impact of boundary changes between the Shire of Murchison and Mullewa as prepared by Mr Ray Hadlow be received;

· The Shire of Murchison be formally advised of this Council’s interest in seeking to progress a boundary change in accordance with the transfer area as identified on the map enclosed with the report; and

· Until such time as a joint meeting may be held then this is to also include full consultation with affected property leaseholders.

CARRIED 8/0


4:20pm:
G S Wilks left the meeting.

	0403.028  TC "QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2003" \f C \l "1" QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR PERIOD ENDED 31 MARCH 2003


Moved:
N D Johnstone
Seconded:
 J B Thurkle

	council decision:
	That the Quarterly Financial Statements for the period ended 31 March 2003 be accepted.
CARRIED 8/0


4:23pm:
G S Wilks entered the meeting.

	0403.029  TC "ELECTORAL REFORM CHALLENGE – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS" \f C \l "1" ELECTORAL REFORM CHALLENGE – CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That moral support be given to the Country Alliance to mount a High Court defence to the Electoral Reform Legislation as proposed by the current government and that the community be encouraged to make personal financial support.

CARRIED 7/1


	0403.030  TC "ENTITLEMENT TO THE PRESIDENCY OF THE WA LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION – REFERENDUM" \f C \l "1" ENTITLEMENT TO THE PRESIDENCY OF THE WA LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION – REFERENDUM


Moved:
A J Messina

Seconded:
 N D Johnstone

	council decision:
	That a rotation of President be supported for determining the entitlement to Presidency of the Western Australian Local Government Association.

CARRIED 5/3



	0403.031  TC "DOCTOR’S SURGERY – VACATION OF" \f C \l "1" DOCTOR’S SURGERY – VACATION OF


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That:

· The point form document and supporting information with respect to agreement with Dr Patrick Docherty for relocation of his medical practice from Jose Street, Mullewa to Maitland Road, Mullewa, be noted; and

· Advice be awaited from Dr Docherty as to his willingness to take up the offer from Council with respect to this relocation.

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.032  TC "BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31 MARCH 2002" \f C \l "1" BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31 MARCH 2003  


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That the Budget review for the nine months ended 31 March 2003 be noted.

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.033  TC "QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR PERIOD ENDING 30 JUNE 2002" \f C \l "1" QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR PERIOD ENDING 30 JUNE 2003


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	That it be resolved not to prepare quarter financial statements for 30 June 2003.

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.034  TC "CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:" \f C \l "1" CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:


Moved:
N D Johnstone
Seconded:
 L J Wainwright

Councillor Freeman advised that approximately 250 – 280 people attended the Skeleton Weed meeting held in Narembeen on 26 March 2003 and that farmers are searching more land than previous APB only programs.  It was determined that more District Officers need to be retained.

	council decision:
	That the Chief Executive Officer’s report for the month of April 2003 be received:

· Forthcoming Meetings

· 20.03.2003:  Fire and Emergency Services Authority

· 24.03.2003:  Visit of Barry Cable

· 26.03.2003:  Skeleton Weed Meeting

· 28.03.2003:  North Midlands VROC Meeting 

· 29.03.2003:  Midwest Tourism Awards 

· 04.04.2003: Safer WA Midwest District Committee Meeting 05.04.2003:  Blessing of the Season

· 07.04.2003:  Housing Meeting 

· 09.04.2003:  Meeting with Dr Docherty 

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.035  TC "NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:" \f C \l "1" NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF THE MEETING:


	0403.036  TC "ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS" \f C \l "1" ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS


Moved:
J B Thurkle

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the accounts numbered 

Electronic Funds Transfer
30 – 83 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

7882 – 7889 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

7938 – 7948 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

8001 – 8036 (inclusive)

Direct Debits


27.03.2003; 09.04.2003; 

totalling $350,962.68, and Special Payments numbered

Electronic Funds Transfer
30 – 31 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

7882 – 7889 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund

7938 – 7948 (inclusive)

Direct Debits


27.03.2003; 09.04.2003;

be passed for payment subject to no irregularities.

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.037  TC "WORKS AND WAYS DEPOT – PURCHASE OF" \f C \l "1" 
WORKS AND WAYS DEPOT – PURCHASE OF


5:25pm:
Councillor Messina declared an interest as an adjoining land-owner associated with the Railway Hotel and left the meeting. 


Councillor Wainwright declared a proximity interest as a partner and landowner in R Gray & Co of Gray Street, Mullewa, and left the meeting. Councillor Freeman took the chair.

Moved:
J B Thurkle

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That:

· The reserve price for Lot 7 currently accommodating Mullewa Engineering and incorporating an older style 1950’s workshop, construction includes concrete floors, timber frame, iron-clad walls and roof be set at an amount of $30,000 in order to recoup all development costs and that as an additional condition of sale the prospective purchasers be required to comply with the Building Code of Australia; and

· The reserve prices for the remaining vacant Lots be set at an amount of;

Lot 2 - $9,000

Lot 3 - $10,000

Lot 4 - $7,500

Lot 5 - $6,000

Lot 8 - $6,000

Lot 9 - $6,000

Lot 10 - $6,000

and to be included in the advertisements.

CARRIED 6/0


5:36pm:
Councillor Messina and Councillor Wainwright returned to the meeting.



Councillor Messina resumed the chair.

	0403.038  TC "GENERAL BUSINESS:" \f C \l "1" GENERAL BUSINESS:


	0403.039  TC "KEMBLA ZOO – STATE OF" \f C \l "1" KEMBLA ZOO – STATE OF


Councillor Thurkle advised that the public is extremely concerned about the condition of the Kembla Zoo.  

Councillor Johnstone advised that a recent property inspection revealed that the Kembla Zoo is in extreme disrepair.

Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 J B Thurkle

	council decision:
	That a letter be written to the Chairman of the Kembla Zoo Committee advising that Council has inspected the Zoo and is disgusted with the condition of the building, surrounds and animal/bird enclosures, and that the Committee has 30 days to bring the facility up to an acceptable standard at which time a further inspection will take place and Council will determine the future direction of the facility.

CARRIED 8/0


	0403.040  TC "DOG CONTROL" \f C \l "1" DOG CONTROL


Councillor Wainwright and Councillor Thurkle requested more intense control measures.

	0403.041  TC "FESA – ENROLMENT FORMS" \f C \l "1" FESA – ENROLMENT FORMS


Councillor L Newman expressed concerns about the changes made in regards to Volunteer Enrolment forms.  The Chief Executive Officer advised that these changes are necessary to streamline the information collected so that it satisfies FESA and Council requirements.

	0403.042  TC "WOMEN’S MEMORIAL PARK" \f C \l "1" WOMEN’S MEMORIAL PARK


Councillor Thomas asked if there was any funding available for future development of the Women’s Memorial Park as the approach from the eastern edge of town needs attention.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that no funding was available other than Council’s own contribution within budget parameters.

5:58pm:
Councillor Thurkle left the meeting.

	0403.043  TC "COUNCILLORS – SWEARING IN OF" \f C \l "1" COUNCILLORS – SWEARING IN OF


Councillor Antonino John Messina took the Oath and made the Declaration before G S Wilks, JP.

Councillor Barbara Irene Naylor Thomas took the Oath and made the Declaration before Councillor A J Messina.

Councillor Neil David Johnstone took the Oath and made the Declaration before Councillor A J Messina.

	0403.044  TC "CLOSURE OF MEETING:" \f C \l "1" CLOSURE OF MEETING:


6:04pm:
The President closed the meeting.

	These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on 21 May 2003.

Signed:



A J Messina, President

Date:

21 May 2003 
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