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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SHIRE OF MULLEWA HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY 21 NOVEMBER 2001.

	0111.01  TC "DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:" \f C \l "1" DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS:


1:08 pm:
The President declared the meeting open.

	0111.02  TC "RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:" \f C \l "1" RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

Councillor F W Newman


(South West Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward) [in at 2:53pm]

Councillor J B Thurkle



(Central Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward) [in at 3:07pm]

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Mrs K L Steele – Office Manager

APOLOGIES:
Councillor G R Jenkin



(Central Ward)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Nil

VISITORS:

Ms Maria Spadaccini – Acting Deputy Principal, Mullewa District High School

Jonathan Goodwin – Student (Year 6), Mullewa District High School

Caitlyn Curley – Student (Year 6), Mullewa District High School

Laurie Vicary – Fire and Emergency Services Authority

The President welcomed the visitors to the meeting.

	0111.03  TC "RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:" \f C \l "1" RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE:


Nil

	0111.04  TC "PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:" \f C \l "1" PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:


The President opened the meeting for public questions.

	0111.05  TC "MULLEWA YOUTH – ACTIVITIES FOR" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA YOUTH – ACTIVITIES FOR 


Caitlyn Curley asked what was the progress with the possibility of erecting skateboard ramps.  The President informed the visitors that the Youth Development Officer, Jim Sandy, has discussed the matter with some of the youth who frequent the Youth Centre and he thinks that a skateboard rink is not necessary and may create further problems.

The President suggested that the school carry out a survey involving school aged children and their parents.  The Deputy Principal advised that they will endeavour to obtain further information.  She also advised that Mingenew has a skateboard park, which has proven to be very popular.

Councillor Thomas suggested that the survey include students and families from Our Lady of Mount Carmel School.

	0111.06  TC "VACANT BUSINESS PREMISES – USE OF" \f C \l "1" VACANT BUSINESS PREMISES – USE OF


Jonathan Goodwin asked Council if it would agree to the Mullewa District High School using empty business premises as areas to display work that the children have done.  He suggested that the work may instil pride in the students and families, which in turn may lessen the incidence of vandalism on vacant businesses in the central business district.

Council commended the students on their initiative, and advised that it will support the School providing permission is obtained from the owners of the businesses.

	0111.07  TC "MULLEWA SWIMMING POOL – DIVING BOARD/SLIDE" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA SWIMMING POOL – DIVING BOARD/SLIDE


Caitlyn Curley asked if it would be possible to have a diving board or slide erected at the Mullewa Swimming Pool.

The President directed the question to the Chief Executive Officer  who informed Caitlyn that in the past there were two diving boards at the Pool, however they proved to be too dangerous and for public liability reasons were disassembled.  Because there is only one attendant at the Pool, it is impossible to supervise the use of a diving board at all times.

The President advised that the suggestion of a slide would be considered, however the problem of public liability and supervision remains a concern.

	0111.08  TC "MULLEWA SWIMMING POOL – WINTER USE OF" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA SWIMMING POOL – WINTER USE OF


Jonathan Goodwin advised that the students of Mullewa District High School  would like to know Council’s opinion regarding the heating of the Mullewa Swimming Pool, including a sun smart cover that protects the area in winter as well as summer.  He suggested that if the Pool was open during winter, tourists may use the pool.

The President advised that Council will discuss the matter and make a decision at a later date.

	0111.09  TC "RIDING SCHOOL – PROVISION OF" \f C \l "1" RIDING SCHOOL – PROVISION OF


Caitlyn Curley enquired whether it would be possible to establish a Riding School in Mullewa.

The President advised that this would have to be established privately as a business venture and not by Council.  Councillor Thurkle advised that it would not be viable, and only a particular type of horse is suitable and they are difficult to obtain.

The President suggested that the School continue facilitating the horses and equipment at Christian Bros. Agricultural School as they have done in the past.  The Youth Development Officer will also be instructed to investigate other possibilities.

	0111.010  TC "DRIVE-IN – REDEVELOPMENT OF" \f C \l "1" DRIVE-IN – REDEVELOPMENT OF


Jonathan Goodwin asked whether it would be possible to have the Drive-In refurbished so that people did not have to travel to Geraldton to see a movie.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that Council received notices of interest approximately six years ago, however following further investigations it was deemed too expensive to establish and would not be economically viable.  Currently the buildings and grounds at the Drive-In are in a very poor state as a result of vandalism.  

Ms Spadaccini asked if the Town Hall would be suitable to use as a movie theatre.

Councillor Wainwright advised that in the past the Mullewa Association for Progress (MAPS) showed movies in the Town Hall, as did the P & C from Mullewa District High School.  Initially they were very popular, however the novelty soon wore off and attendances dwindled considerably deeming it unviable to continue.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that the projection equipment is still in the community, however there is no screen.  The Mullewa District High School  Parents  & Citizens' Association will have details on contacts for the hire of movies.

	0111.011  TC "EARLY RATES PAYMENT PRIZE – DRAWING OF" \f C \l "1" EARLY RATES PAYMENT PRIZE – DRAWING OF


The first prize of $500.00 donated by the Commonwealth Bank of Australia was drawn by Jonathan Goodwin and was won by G H Cant & Co – Assessment No. A1277.

Second prize was donated by the Emerald Hotel in Perth and included a weekend package of two nights accommodation, Champagne and Chocolates, two tickets to a City Cinema or the Swan Bells Tower and a bottle of wine if guests dine in-house.  This was drawn by Caitlyn Curley and was won by Saviour Grima – Assessment No. A645.

	0111.012  TC "CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:" \f C \l "1" CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:


Correction to Minutes:

Minute No. 0110.10:  Dry Season Reference Group – Progress on

The last sentence should read:  “No-one can apply for them on their behalf”.

Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 17 October 2001, as corrected, be confirmed.

CARRIED 8/0

	0111.013  TC "BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:" \f C \l "1" BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:


	0111.014  TC "MINUTE NO. 0110.06:  MULLEWA SWIMMING POOL – OPENING OF" \f C \l "1" MINUTE NO. 0110.06:  MULLEWA SWIMMING POOL – OPENING OF


The Chief Executive Officer advised that the refurbishment work planned for the Pool will be going to tender in the near future.  He invited Councillors to assess the different pool surfaces at Beattie Park and Mandurah during the Christmas break prior to deciding on the preferred surface.

	0111.015  TC "MINUTE NO. 0110.10:  DRY SEASON REFERENCE GROUP – PROGRESS ON" \f C \l "1" MINUTE NO. 0110.10:  DRY SEASON REFERENCE GROUP – PROGRESS ON


The President advised that the National Rural Advisory Council will be visiting Mullewa on 6 December 2001 and intends to visit one farm in Mullewa and one in Morawa.  This farm is to be an example for other farms in the Shire.  The chosen landowner has permission to invite others.  

Councillor Thomas advised that she had approached Richard and Cathy McKenna and they had agreed.  It was deemed that this property may not be a true indication of farms in the district, therefore the decision as to which farm will be chosen will be dealt with in General Business.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that the National Rural Advisory Council is the assessment panel only.

Councillor Thomas advised that in order to be eligible for assistance the farmer must not exceed the threshold for off farm assets.

	0111.016  TC "MINUTE NO. 0110.48:  MASONIC LODGE – CONSERVATION OF" \f C \l "1" MINUTE NO. 0110.48:  MASONIC LODGE – CONSERVATION OF


The Chief Executive Officer advised that he has spoken to Ms Tania Henkle, who has indicated that the Masonic Lodge may meet the criteria for funding.

	0111.017  TC "ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:" \f C \l "1" ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING PERSON WITHOUT DISCUSSION:


Nil

	0111.018  TC "PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS:" \f C \l "1" PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/SUBMISSIONS:


Nil

	0111.019  TC "REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:" \f C \l "1" REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:


Nil

	0111.020  TC "REPORTS OF OFFICERS:" \f C \l "1" REPORTS OF OFFICERS:


	0111.021  TC "MULLEWA YOUTH SERVICE:" \f C \l "1" MULLEWA YOUTH SERVICE:


	0111.022  TC "YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT – RECEIPT OF" \f C \l "1" YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT – RECEIPT OF


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 M R Doherty

That the Youth Development Officer’s report for the month of November 2001 be received.








        

CARRIED 8/0

Councillor Thomas asked what the Youth Officer meant by his comment under the heading ‘Thoughts’ in his report.

The President advised that he was under the impression that the Youth Development Officer was implying that there was no coordination of effort between different departments/agencies.

	0111.023  TC "HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:" \f C \l "1" HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING:


2:02pm:
Mr D Hadden, Council’s Manager Health/Building, entered the meeting

	0111.024  TC "BUILDING APPLICATIONS" \f C \l "1" BUILDING APPLICATIONS


Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the report of building statistics for the month of October 2001 be received.

CARRIED 8/0


	0111.025  TC "LOT 74 JOSE STREET MULLEWA – UNFIT FOR HUMAN HABITATION" \f C \l "1" LOT 74 JOSE STREET MULLEWA – UNFIT FOR HUMAN HABITATION


2:06pm:
The visitors, Ms Maria Spadaccini, Ms Caitlyn Curley and Mr Jonathan 


Goodwin left the meeting

Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 F W Newman

	council decision
	That the owner of the building located on Lot 74 Jose Street Mullewa be issued a warning in the form of a letter advising the following:

· The building to be secured within fourteen (14) days, and

· Provide notification of the renovation program and time frame.

If Council does not receive a response in fourteen days the premises will be declared “Unfit for Human Habitation”, and an order will be placed on the building under the Health Act 1911.

CARRIED 8/0


	0111.026  TC "NEW MEDICAL FACILITY – CONSTRUCTION OF" \f C \l "1" NEW MEDICAL FACILITY – CONSTRUCTION OF


Councillor Thomas enquired what type of termite treatment will be used.

Mr Hadden advised that with the chemicals used, any type of termite treatment is only guaranteed a ten-year lifespan.  He advised that engineered timber trusses that have been treated will be used in the construction.  Councillor Thomas wants to ensure that termite treatment is assessed and included in the construction.

Councillor Thomas requested that a quote be obtained to include brickwork around the verandah posts of the building, similar to that on the verandah of the Administration Office.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that tenders for the construction of the new Medical Centre will close at 4:00pm on Friday 18 January 2002.

Moved:
L J Wainwright
Seconded:
 P T Freeman

	council decision:
	That

· the authority to award a tender for the construction of a new medical centre be delegated to the committee consisting of the Shire President, Councillors Thurkle, Doherty and Thomas and the Chief Executive Officer.  Awarding of any tenders shall not exceed a value of $250,000.00 and upon awarding of such tender the committee shall be disbanded, and 

· the period allowed for completion for construction of the facility shall be thirteen (13) weeks from the awarding of the tender.

CARRIED 8/0


	0111.027  TC "SINGLE PERSON HOUSING – PROVISION OF" \f C \l "1" SINGLE PERSON HOUSING – PROVISION OF


Councillor Thurkle enquired as to what type of security is to be placed on the windows.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that crimp mesh will be installed.

Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That a Progress Payment Claim No. 4 for a total of $45,407.04 plus GST and less a retention of 2.5% be made.

CARRIED 8/0


	0111.028  TC "HOME AND COMMUNITY CARE SERVICE – TENANCY AGREEMENT" \f C \l "1" HOME AND COMMUNITY CARE SERVICE – TENANCY AGREEMENT


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That 

· a lease of Part Lot 72 Jose Street Mullewa be advertised in accordance with Section 3.58 of the Local Government Act, to the Mullewa Health Service Board of Management for a twelve month period at a rental of $100.00 per week (excluding GST), and

· provided there is no submission received in accordance with Section 3.58(3)(b) the Chief Executive Officer is authorised to give effect to this agreement.

CARRIED 8/0


2:31pm:
Mr Hadden left the meeting

	0111.029  TC "WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS:" \f C \l "1" WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS:


	0111.030  TC "WOOLGORONG ROAD – REALIGNMENT" \f C \l "1" WOOLGORONG ROAD – REALIGNMENT


Moved:
J B Thurkle

Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That 

· the proposed realignments, in cooperation with the Murchison Shire and in accordance with the attached plan, be investigated and costed, including Native Title implications and consultation with affected pastoral leaseholders, and

· any works are to be part of a staged development dependant upon funds available and prior programming commitments.

CARRIED 8/0



	2:53pm:
Councillor L M Newman entered the meeting



	0111.031  TC "LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEVELOPMENT FUND – STUDY BRIEF" \f C \l "1" LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEVELOPMENT FUND – STUDY BRIEF


Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That the following minimal position of:

· a flat hourly rate of up to $15.1055 be adopted for the management team’s enterprise bargaining agreement document;

· annualised working hours to be adopted with the understanding that this may result in increased periods of unpaid leave;

· removal of all overtime penalty rates;

· travel to be undertaken one way in Council’s time and the other in employee’s time, and

· such other benefits as may be negotiated by the Management Team

be endorsed.
CARRIED 9/0

The Chief Executive Officer advised that the grant funding received from the Local Government Development Fund has been expended therefore any further consultation with Mr Peter Newman will be at Council’s expense.  In the Chief Executive Officer’s opinion the only time Mr Newman’s services will be required in the future will be to register the agreements with the Commission.  The President advised that Mr Newman charges approximately $1,500.00 per day.



	0111.032  TC "GERALDTON-MOUNT MAGNET ROAD – NAMING PROPOSAL" \f C \l "1" GERALDTON-MOUNT MAGNET ROAD – NAMING PROPOSAL


Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 F W Newman

	council decision:
	That the Shire of Yalgoo’s initiative to seek a common name for the section of various roads between Leinster and Geraldton be supported to the extent

· a common name following agreement of the affected local governments be determined;

· a joint meeting at a mutually convenient time and place be arranged, and

· consideration be given to the provision of an appropriate name which is of interest to this Council.

CARRIED 9/0


3:05pm:
Mr Bob Roden, Council’s Works Supervisor, entered the meeting

	0111.033  TC "WORKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT" \f C \l "1" WORKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT


	
	The following matters were directed to the Works Supervisor for his attention:


3.07pm:
Councillor N Johnstone entered the meeting

	
	· Peters Road – Councillor Freeman advised that the truncated corner on Peters Road approximately 3kms north of the Geraldton-Mount Magnet Road requires white posts for safety reasons.  Mr Roden advised that they will be in place within the next few weeks.  Councillor Freeman commended Bob Roden on his road maintenance activities and          works.

· Maintenance grading of Road Verges – Councillor F W Newman enquired why the maintenance graders are missing obvious washaway areas on the edge of gravel roads.  Mr Roden advised he has recently spoken to both grader drivers regarding this matter.

· Erangy Spring & Micke Roads – Councillor F Newman advised that there is a hole on the north side of the bottom curve on Erangy Spring Road.  Mr Roden is aware of the hole including two holes on Depot Hill Road.  He also advised that the holes on the west end of Micke Road have been temporarily repaired and will be repaired properly in the near future.

· Warren Road – Rubbish – Councillor Thomas advised that there was a large amount of rubbish near the Wooderarrung Creek crossing on Warren Road.  Mr Roden advised that this has been cleaned up and had been used to increase the size of the bank of the creek.



	3.12pm:
Councillor Thurkle excused himself to Council and left the meeting



	
	· Mullewa Refuse Site – Councillor Thomas advised that the entrance to the Mullewa Refuse Site on the Carnarvon-Mullewa Road needs tidying up.  Mr Roden advised that this had been carried out in the last few days.

· Roads in Tardun area – Councillor Newman advised that he will collate a list of maintenance work, which he deems necessary for the roads in the Tardun district.  He also suggested that the drainage from the middle of Drummond Road needs addressing.

Councillor Freeman commended Mr Roden on his road maintenance abilities and works.




3:18pm:
Mrs Steele left the meeting 

Moved:
L J Wainwright
Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That the Works Supervisor’s Report incorporating the Parks and Gardens activities be received

CARRIED 9/0


	0111.034  TC "PLANT REPORT" \f C \l "1" PLANT REPORT


Moved:
L J Wainwright
Seconded:
 M R Doherty

	council decision:
	That the Plant Mechanic’s Report be received.

CARRIED 9/0


3:20pm:
Mr Roden left the meeting

3:21pm:
Mrs Steele returned to the meeting

	0111.035  TC "ROAD REALIGNMENT – OPPOSITION TO" \f C \l "1" ROAD REALIGNMENT – OPPOSITION TO


Disclosure of Financial Interest Item 10.3.6 – Councillors A J Messina and L J Wainwright

3:28pm:
Councillors Messina and Wainwright declared interests as owners of business 

properties within the Mullewa townsite and left the meeting.  Councillor M R 

Doherty became the Presiding Chairperson.

Councillor Freeman advised that Main Roads WA is not proceeding with the bypass, however if the need arises the plans are in place.  The number of road trains passing through the town has decreased in recent years therefore at this point in time there is no need for a bypass and there is no funding available.

3:31pm:
Councillor Johnstone left the meeting

3:33pm:
Councillor Johnstone returned to the meeting

Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 L M Newman

	council decision:
	That 

· the Mullewa Chamber of Commerce be advised of Council’s support for the identification of a future realignment of the Geraldton-Mount Magnet Road through the Mullewa townsite under such conditions that are in the best interests of the Mullewa community, and

· Main Roads WA be requested to advise of its program, if any, for the construction of such a realignment.

CARRIED 7/0


3:33pm:
Councillors Messina and Wainwright returned to the meeting

	0111.036  TC "SECURITY CAMERAS – INSTALLATION OF" \f C \l "1" SECURITY CAMERAS – INSTALLATION OF


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
 F W Newman

	council decision:
	That the Mullewa Chamber of Commerce be advised that in the absence of strong support of evidence to the effectiveness of a security camera program for a rural local government and given the high installation and monitoring costs, this matter will not be proceeded with.

CARRIED 8/1


	0111.037  TC "CHEMICAL RETAINER RETURN PROGRAM – drumMUSTER" \f C \l "1" CHEMICAL RETAINER RETURN PROGRAM – drumMUSTER


Moved:
P T Freeman

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That 

· a Services Agreement be entered into between the Mullewa Shire Council and AgSafe Limited to provide for a chemical container return program known as drumMUSTER including the affixation of the Municipal Seal, and

· a suitable site be chosen for the purpose of this program.

CARRIED 9/0



	0111.038  TC "REMOVAL OF FLORA – APPLICATION FOR" \f C \l "1" REMOVAL OF FLORA – APPLICATION FOR


Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 F W Newman

A letter was also received from Mr Mike Barr, Landcare Officer, requesting a permit for himself and Ms Lisa Keeffe to remove flora from Shire reserves.

	council decision:
	That 

· authority is given to Ms Maria Lee and Ms Jodie Watt from the Department of Conservation and Land Management to remove flora on Shire reserves and on any other lands owned by and under the control of the Mullewa Shire Council for educational purposes provided that such removal does not place that species at risk, and

· authority is given to Mr Mike Barr and Ms Lisa Keeffe from the Mullewa Land Conservation Group to collect native seeds for revegetation projects within the Mullewa Shire, from Shire reserves and from any other lands under the control and care of the Mullewa Shire Council provided that such removal does not place that species at risk.

CARRIED 9/0


MEETING ADJOURNED FROM 3:46PM TO 4:06PM

	0111.039  TC "MEETING RECONVENED:" \f C \l "1" MEETING RECONVENED:


PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President 

(West Ward)

Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

Councillor F W Newman


(South West Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor M W Steele


(South Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman


(Central Ward)

Councillor L M Newman


(East Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

OFFICERS:

Mr G S Wilks – Chief Executive Officer

Mrs K L Steele – Office Manager

	0111.040  TC "VISITOR:" \f C \l "1" VISITOR:


4:06pm:
Mr Laurie Vicary, Fire and Emergency Services Authority, entered the meeting

4:06pm:
Mr Matthew Bowen, Council’s Manager Finance, entered the meeting

The President welcomed Mr Vicary who advised that the purpose of his visit was to explain the new Emergency Service Levy.

The Emergency Service Levy is a new source of funding with its source coming predominantly from property.  A Road Rescue Levy will be introduced and this levy will be imposed on all vehicles with the exception of farm vehicles.  The Road Rescue Levy will be approximately $10.00 to $12.00.  This levy will decrease the amount needed to be raised from the Property Service Levy.  All properties will be charged the  Emergency Services Levy with the exception of property owned by the state government.  The state government will continue to contribute 25% of the levy.  Properties that are non-rateable, including churches and schools, will pay the levy.  Developed property owned by local government will incur the levy also.

Basis for Payment

The levy is based on the level of service provided.  There are five levels:

S1. Perth metropolitan area, areas that have the highest rate in the dollar,  This area is serviced by career/paid fire fighters.

S2. Large communities that have a paid fire brigade;

S3. The fringe areas of the metropolitan area that have a bush fire brigade, fire rescue service and can draw on the paid brigades of Perth;

S4. Towns that have a fire rescue service brigade and a volunteer fire brigade.  The Mullewa townsite is in this level, and

S5. Outside of small towns.  Areas outside the Mullewa townsite come under this level.

Fire service levels 4 and 5 are expected to raise $14,000.00 in the Mullewa Shire.

Collection

Local government is the cheapest option.  Each local government will:

· be provided with software at no cost;

· receive a fee of approximately $3,500.00.  This figure is based on 25% of the expected funds that Council will receive.  The 25% is based on the amount levied, not amount received.

· receive a one-off payment of $1,000.00 to assist with the initial start up.

Valuations on those properties that are currently not rated, will be carried out at no cost to Council.  Council is required to remit on a monthly basis.  In September/October the amount that Shire is entitled to for the initial cost of setup will be deducted from the $14,000.00.

Budget

The fund does not provide for privately owned equipment.

Council is required to do a risk analysis in order to determine where equipment should be based within the district for ultimate public use.  For ESL funding Council is required to submit a recurrent budget.  This is to include insurance, maintenance of vehicles and fire station, but not administration.  Once the budget is submitted, payments will be received quarterly with the first payment being received in July 2002.  If the money is not received, or Council overspends, it is carried over into next year’s budget, as restricted assets.  This will affect the amount received in the next year.  The Chief Executive Officer is to complete the expenditure form and the auditors are to view it.

Capital

· Need a five year strategic plan and should involve Fire and Emergency Services Authority for guidance and assistance;

· Require a risk analysis.

The Grants Committee will consist of six people.  It will oversee the equipment allocation and will settle discrepancies relating to the recurrent budget.

4:30pm:
Councillor F Newman left the meeting

4:39pm:
Councillor F Newman returned to the meeting.

Councillor Messina asked Mr Vicary how difficult will it be to obtain a fire engine.  Mr Vicary advised that each request will be determined on need then it will be the Grants Commission’s decision.  He also advised that if Council was supplied with new equipment, it would be hoped that the local government gave the Commission the old one so that it could be used elsewhere.

Councillor Doherty asked if the ESL was charged per Assessment or per Location.  He was advised that it is charged per Assessment regardless of size.  UV’s will be charged a set amount.  GRV’s are charged per value of the land.

Councillor Freeman advised Mr Vicary that farmers provide their own equipment and it was his opinion that most of the ESL raised would come from farmers.  Mr Vicary advised that the largest proportion of funding comes from the townsite.  UV (Unimproved Value) will be charged $20.00 per Assessment and GRV (Gross Rental Value) will pay on land valuation.

4:41pm:
Councillor Doherty left the meeting

4:48pm:
Councillor Doherty returned to the meeting

The President advised that currently CBH pay ex-gratia, not rates, and asked if they will pay the levy.  Mr Vicary advised that to his knowledge they would pay.

Mr Vicary advised that currently the state is looking for a greater contribution from the Commonwealth.  The Chief Executive Officer advised that the Bush Fire Brigade Grants Committee is responsible for capital money as well as recurrent money and the appointment of the Committee is to be made by the Chief Executive Officer of Fire and Emergency Services Authority.  Mr Vicary advised that the Committee will consist of a balanced representation from the country and metropolitan districts.  It will consist of six members:

· 3 from Fire and Emergency Services Authority

· 1 from Bush Fire Board of Volunteers

· 2 Local Government representatives.

The deadline for submissions regarding any concerns with the ESL/Committee are to be submitted by 12 January 2002.

Councillor Messina asked if Council is currently paying for a unit will FESA pay the cost of the loan repayments.  Mr Vicary advised that it must be included in the recurrent budget.

Councillor Doherty asked what farm vehicles classify for the farm vehicle exemption.  He was advised that the vehicle must have a farm concession.

Mr Vicary offered his assistance to Council if it has any queries or problems in the future.

The President thanked Mr Vicary for addressing the meeting.

4:52pm:
Mr Vicary left the meeting.

	0111.041  TC "FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:" \f C \l "1" FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE:


5:54pm:
Councillor Johnstone left the meeting

5:56pm:
Councillor Johnstone returned to the meeting

5:56pm:
Councillor Freeman left the meeting

	0111.042  TC "LOCAL GOVERNMENT PUBLIC HOLIDAY – CHANGE OF" \f C \l "1" LOCAL GOVERNMENT PUBLIC HOLIDAY – CHANGE OF


Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 F W Newman

	council decision:
	That 

· staff be permitted to transfer the extra public holiday on 2 January 2002 to Monday 24 December 2001;

· the Administration Office be closed on 24 December 2001 rather than on 2 January 2002, and

· the public be notified well in advance of the closing dates over the Christmas and New Year holiday period.

CARRIED 8/0


5:57pm:
Councillor Freeman returned to the meeting

	0111.043  TC "TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES – WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT" \f C \l "1" TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES – WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT


Moved:
N D Johnstone
Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That 

· An agreement be entered into for the provision of telecommunication services with the Western Australian Municipal Association and Telstra, including the affixation of the Municipal Seal;

· All current telecommunication services provided by PAHTH be transferred to the Western Australian Municipal Association Agreement, and

· Further mobile telecommunication options favourable to Council be investigated by Manager Finance and implemented accordingly.

CARRIED 9/0


	0111.044  TC "FINANCE REPORT 31 OCTOBER 2001" \f C \l "1" FINANCE REPORT 31 OCTOBER 2001 


Moved:
F W Newman

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

	council decision:
	That the Finance Report for the period ended 31 October 2001 be received.

CARRIED 9/0

	0111.045  TC "SPORTSGROUND RENTAL – PAYMENT OF" \f C \l "1" SPORTSGROUND RENTAL – PAYMENT OF


Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 P T Freeman

	council decision:
	That the Mullewa Netball Association be thanked for its correspondence and asked to provide further information in accordance with Policy 508 – Waiving of Sportsground Usage Charges, in order to provide further justification and information to Council with respect to its future operation.

CARRIED 9/0


	0111.046  TC "AILSA SMALL PAINTINGS – PURCHASE OF" \f C \l "1" AILSA SMALL PAINTINGS – PURCHASE OF


Councillor Freeman suggested that a quote be obtained for an increase in the number of prints of the small paintings, as it may be cheaper per print if the order is larger.

Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That 

· The sum of $4,840.00 be expended in the production of 220 prints of various sizes of the Donkey Team, Camel Team and of the six smaller paintings,

· Distribution would be in accordance with Council’s existing policy,

· Councillors will be offered the chance to purchase copies prior to being made available to other sources, and

· Should the Mullewa Tourist Promotion Committee wish to avail themselves of distribution of the smaller individual prints then they are to be made available to it in accordance with the above cost determination.

CARRIED 9/0


	0111.047  TC "AUDIT REPORT – RECEIPT OF" \f C \l "1" AUDIT REPORT – RECEIPT OF


The President congratulated Mr Bowen on a good Audit report.

Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 F W Newman

	council decision:
	That

· the Audit Report for the Municipality for the year ended 30 June 2001 be received;

· the Annual Report of the Municipality be received on 19 December 2001;

· the Audit Report for the Mullewa Youth Service for the year ended 30 June 2001 be received, and

· the General Meeting of Electors be held no later than 13 February 2002.

CARRIED 9/0



	0111.048  TC "BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31 OCTOBER 2001" \f C \l "1" BUDGET REVIEW AS AT 31 OCTOBER 2001 


Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
F W Newman

	council decision:
	That the Budget Review for the period ended 31 October 2001 be noted.

CARRIED 9/0


	0111.049  TC "ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS" \f C \l "1" ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS


Moved:
F W Newman

Seconded:
 M W Steele

	council decision:
	That the accounts numbered

Trust Fund

0065 – 0068 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund
6020 – 6029 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund
6092 – 6225 (inclusive)

Direct Debits

Salaries & Wages 24.10.01, 07.11.01

totalling $210,518.44, and Special Payments numbered

Trust Fund

0065 – 0068 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund
6020 – 6029 (inclusive)

Municipal Fund
6092 – 6113 (inclusive)

Direct Debits

Salaries & Wages 24.10.01, 07.11.01

be passed for payment, subject to no irregularities being detected at signing.
CARRIED 9/0


	0111.050  TC "NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING:" \f C \l "1" NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING:


	0111.051  TC "ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS" \f C \l "1" ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND SPECIAL PAYMENTS


Moved:
M W Steele

Seconded:
 B I N Thomas

That the list of accounts totalling $135,320.00 outstanding since 19 November 2001 be received.








       

CARRIED 9/0

	0111.052  TC "CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT – NOVEMBER 2001:" \f C \l "1" CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT – NOVEMBER 2001:


	0111.053  TC "DRY SEASON REFERENCE GROUP – PROGRESS OF" \f C \l "1" DRY SEASON REFERENCE GROUP – PROGRESS OF


With reference to the visit of the National Rural Advisory Council Councillor Thomas informed Council that Councillor Newman has suggested that Mr Peter Dean’s farm is a true representative of farms in the area as they also have sheep.  Councillor Thomas offered to phone Mr Dean to obtain permission.

Moved:
M R Doherty

Seconded:
 F W Newman

That the Chief Executive Officer’s report for the month of November 2001 be received:

· Forthcoming Meetings

· 19.10.2001:  CWA Half-Yearly Meeting
· 19.10.2001:  Banner Presentation
· 25.10.2001:  FESA Reference Group Meeting
· 25 & 26.10.2001:  Road Safety Council
· 31.10.2001:  Mullewa Chamber of Commerce Meeting
· 02.11.2001:  Mullewa Football Club Meeting
· 06.11.2001:  Visit of Young Australian of the Year 2001 – James Fitzpatrick
· 08.11.2001:  Pacific Institute Presentation
· 19.11.2001:  Visit of Commissioner of Police
CARRIED 9/0

	0111.054  TC "NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING:" \f C \l "1" NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING:


	0111.055  TC "MULTI PURPOSE SERVICE – SUSPENSION OF PARTICIPATION IN" \f C \l "1" MULTI PURPOSE SERVICE – SUSPENSION OF PARTICIPATION IN


Councillor Thomas advised that the progress of the Multi Purpose Service development will be held up until mid 2002.

	0111.056  TC "OCCASIONAL CHILD CARE CENTRE – OPENING OF" \f C \l "1" OCCASIONAL CHILD CARE CENTRE – OPENING OF


Councillor Thomas advised that the Occasional Child Care Centre will be opening in February 2002.  The positions of coordinator and assistant coordinator have been readvertised because the positions were not filled following the first advertisements.  The potential coordinator withdrew his/her application and the interviewee for the assistant coordinator’s position did not turn up for the interview.

	0111.057  TC "DRIVE-IN – TIDYING OF" \f C \l "1" DRIVE-IN – TIDYING OF


Councillor Thomas advised that the old Drive-In compound requires tidying.

	0111.058  TC "LOT 74/13 MAIN ROAD – MAINTENANCE OF" \f C \l "1" LOT 74/13 MAIN ROAD – MAINTENANCE OF


Councillor Thomas suggested that the fence line of Lot 74/13 Main Road needs repairing.  

The Chief Executive Officer was directed to contact the owners and request that the fence line be repaired.

	0111.059  TC "CDMA MOBILE PHONE – RECEPTION" \f C \l "1" CDMA MOBILE PHONE – RECEPTION


Councillor Thomas advised that since the booster at Gutha has been erected there has been little to no improvement in the availability of a signal in the Pindar/Tardun district.  The signal appears to cover a wider area in the Morawa Shire.

The Chief Executive Officer was directed to investigate.

Councillor Freeman asked when the proposed booster is to be erected west of Mullewa on the sandplain.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that Telstra has informed him that the entire project, including the booster will be in place by December 2002.

	0111.060  TC "TARDUN TOWNSITE – DISPOSAL OF REFUSE" \f C \l "1" TARDUN TOWNSITE – DISPOSAL OF REFUSE


Councillor Newman advised that at a meeting last week it was resolved that the Tardun store requires somewhere/a service to dispose of its rubbish.  He asked if it would be possible to have a bin supplied to the store and collected by the waste removal contractors, or would it be possible to have a rubbish tip at Tardun.

Council advised that a rubbish tip would not be possible and suggested that the proprietor of the Tardun Store approach a landowner.  Otherwise, the proprietor is advised to formally write to Council requesting a bin and removal service.  The bin would only be provided on a recovery basis.  At this stage Council will not act until a letter is received from the proprietor of the Tardun Store.

	0111.061  TC "PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE – COVER OF" \f C \l "1" PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE – COVER OF


Councillor Johnstone advised that the Mullewa Golf Club assumed that while it has been insured for building and contents under the Mullewa Shire’s insurance policy, it was also covered for Public Liability.  The Club has only recently discovered that it has not been covered for Public Liability and wanted to ensure that other Clubs/groups in a similar position were aware that they should obtain their own Public Liability cover.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that most Clubs, to his knowledge, were aware of the situation and had obtained separate cover.

	0111.062  TC "PUBLIC CONVENIENCES – SECURITY OF" \f C \l "1" PUBLIC CONVENIENCES – SECURITY OF


Councillor Wainwright asked if the disabled toilets at the Swimming Pool were going to be locked and accessible only by a key.

The President advised that this will be assessed and implemented if deemed necessary.

Councillor Wainwright advised that she was aware of another Shire painting the interior of its public toilets a baby pink.  The change in colour resulted in a marked decrease in the incidence of loitering, vandalism and graffiti.  The theory behind the idea is that pink has a calming effect on people.

Council resolved that the interior walls of the public toilets in Jose Street are to be painted baby pink.

	CLOSURE OF MEETING:


6:11pm:
The President closed the meeting.

	These minutes were confirmed at a meeting on 19 December 2001.

Signed:



A J Messina, President

Date:

19 December 2001  
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