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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE MULLEWA SHIRE COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON WEDNESDAY JULY 21, 1999, AT 2:05PM.

PRESENT:

Councillor A J Messina – President

(West Ward)

Councillor M R Doherty – Deputy President
(North Ward)

Councillor F W Newman


(South West Ward)

Councillor B I N Thomas


(East Ward)

Councillor P T Freeman



(Central Ward)

Councillor G R Jenkin



(Central Ward)

Councillor J B Thurkle



(Central Ward)

Councillor L J Wainwright


(Central Ward)

Councillor N D Johnstone


(South Ward)

Mr G S Wilks - Chief Executive Officer

Mr M Bowen – Finance Manager

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:

Councillor M W Steele



(South Ward)

9907.01  TC "PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:" \f C \l "1" 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:

The Shire President opened the meeting for Public Questions.  No questions were received.

9907.02  TC "CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:" \f C \l "1" 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:

Moved:
P T Freeman 

Seconded:
J B Thurkle

“That the minutes of the Council meeting held on June 16, 1999, as printed, be confirmed.”

CARRIED 9/0

9907.03  TC "BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:" \f C \l "1" 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

9907.04  TC "MINUTE NO. 9906.32:  WILLIAMS ROAD – RAILWAY CROSSING" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTE NO. 9906.32:  WILLIAMS ROAD – RAILWAY CROSSING


Councillor Thomas read to the meeting a letter from the Hon Minister for Transport in response to Council’s concern over the delay in action on this railway crossing.  The meeting resolved to await advice from Main Roads WA Regional Office as to a proposed on-site meeting to further discuss this matter.  In the meantime the Chief Executive Officer is to contact the owners of Location                                       4387 to seek their permission to clear vegetation inside their property and within the line of visibility from Williams Road to the railway line.  Vegetation is also to be cleared on the southern side of Williams Road as it approaches the railway crossing.

A further proposal was suggested, being access to Williams Road via Park Road intersection.  Councillor Thomas will investigate and discuss this suggestion with constituents. 

9907.05  TC "MINUTES OF THE MULLEWA YOUTH SERVICES MANAGEMENT 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING – JULY 14, 1999" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTES OF THE MULLEWA YOUTH SERVICES MANAGEMENT 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING – JULY 14, 1999

Moved:
B I N Thomas 

Seconded:
M R Doherty

“That the minutes of the Mullewa Youth Services Management Advisory Committee meeting held on July 14, 1999, as printed, be received.”

CARRIED 9/0

9907.06  TC "MINUTE NO. Y9907.04:  YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT – 

SHIRE BANNER" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTE NO. Y9907.04:  YOUTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT – 

SHIRE BANNER

The Youth Development Officer is requested to extend appropriate appreciation to members of the Mullewa District High School for their efforts in developing a banner for Local Government Week.

9907.07  TC "ADOPTION OF RECOMMENDATIONS:" \f C \l "1" 
ADOPTION OF RECOMMENDATIONS:


Moved:
G R Jenkin 

Seconded:
B I N Thomas

“That the following recommendations contained within the Mullewa Youth Services Management Advisory Committee minutes, as printed, be adopted:

· Y9907.03:  Minute No. Y9906.05 – Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Fund

· Y9907.04:  Youth Development Officer’s Report.”

CARRIED 9/0

9907.08  TC "MINUTES OF THE HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING 


COMMITTEE MEETING – JULY 14, 1999" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTES OF THE HEALTH, BUILDING AND TOWN PLANNING 


COMMITTEE MEETING – JULY 14, 1999

Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
G R Jenkin

“That the minutes of the Health, Building and Town Planning Committee meeting held on July 14, 1999, as printed, be received.”

CARRIED 9/0

9907.09  TC "BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:" \f C \l "1" 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

9907.010  TC "MINUTE NO. HB9907.04:  OIL COLLECTION AND RECYCLING SERVICE 

– ESTABLISHMENT OF" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTE NO. HB9907.04:  OIL COLLECTION AND RECYCLING SERVICE 

– ESTABLISHMENT OF

Moved:
P T Freeman 

Seconded:
B I N Thomas
“That 

· Wren Oil be advised that in principle there is Council support for the establishment of an on-farm waste oil collection service only, and

· Prior to the establishment of such a service an indication of the level of support from oil purchasers and their willingness to use such a service be sought through the Mullewa Mail.”

CARRIED 9/0

Reason for variation from Committee Recommendation:  

The Council does not believe that it could adequately develop a central oil collection point without incurring considerable cost and management implications.  It believes that the community would support a direct farm gate service, and further it has difficulty becoming involved in a matter which it clearly sees as an industry responsibility.

· Councillor Messina left the meeting at 3:10pm.

· Councillor Doherty chaired the meeting in the absence of the President.

· Councillor Messina returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair at 3.14pm.

9907.011  TC "MINUTE NO. HB9907.07:  SINGLE PERSON HOUSING – PROVISION OF" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTE NO. HB9907.07:  SINGLE PERSON HOUSING – PROVISION OF

The Chief Executive Officer advised that he has had discussions with officers from the Government Employee Housing Authority (GEHA) who has expressed an interest in building additional government housing units in Mullewa.  Specifically it is considering constructing three x two bedroom units, and three x four bedroom houses.  In view of Council’s interest in constructing unit accommodation, GEHA was invited to submit a proposal to Council to have it undertake building construction on its behalf.  Information is being awaited.

The Shire President advised that he has been made aware of the possible non-replacement of an  officer off the establishment of the Mullewa Police Station.  He has had discussions with the Regional Superintendent and will follow up with him directly, Council concerns on this matter.

9907.012  TC "BALANCE OF RECOMMENDATIONS:" \f C \l "1" 
BALANCE OF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Moved:
P T Freeman 

Seconded:
N D Johnstone
“That the following recommendations contained within the Health, Building and Town Planning Committee minutes, as printed, be adopted:

· HB9907.02:  1998/99 Building Figures – Comparison with Previous Years
· HB9907.03:  1998/99 Annual Report – Health/Building
· HB9907.05:  Geraldton Palliative Care Service – Contribution towards
· HB9907.06:  Australian Cities Against Drugs – Official Launch
· HB9907.07:  Single Person Housing – Provision of
· HB9907.08:  Annual Building Inspection – Report of.”
CARRIED 9/0

9907.013  TC "MINUTES OF THE WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS 



COMMITTEE MEETING – JULY 14, 1999" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTES OF THE WORKS, PLANT, PARKS AND GARDENS 



COMMITTEE MEETING – JULY 14, 1999

Moved:
F W Newman 

Seconded:
G R Jenkin

Correction:  Minute No. W9907.05:  Works Supervision Report – Reference to Beamont Road should say “That vegetation when cleared needs to be removed with the cooperation of the landowner.”

“That the minutes of the Works, Plant, Parks and Gardens Committee meeting held on July 14, 1999, as corrected, be received.”

CARRIED 9/0

9907.014  TC "BALANCE OF RECOMMENDATIONS:" \f C \l "1" 
BALANCE OF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Moved:
N D Johnstone 

Seconded:
F W Newman
 “That the following recommendations contained within the Works, Plant, Parks and Gardens Committee minutes, as printed, be adopted:

· W9907.02:  Land Development – Westrail Land on Gray Street

· W9907.03:  Mid West Regional Transport Strategy – Opportunity to Comment

· W9907.04:  Flood Damage Report – Submissions to Main Roads WA

· W9907.05:
 Works Supervision Report

· W9907.06:  Plant Report

· W9907.07:  General Business:

· W9907.08:  Works Supervisor – Resignation of.”

CARRIED 9/0

9907.015  TC "LATE ITEM:" \f C \l "1" 
LATE ITEM:

9907.016  TC "SALE OF PLANT – PUBLIC TENDERS" \f C \l "1" 
SALE OF PLANT – PUBLIC TENDERS

· Councillors P T Freeman and A J Messina declared an interest in this item as tenderers, and left the meeting at 3:43pm.  Councillor M R Doherty chaired the meeting in the absence of the President.

Tenders for the sale of a number of surplus items closed at 4:00pm on Tuesday July 20, 1999.  The following tenders were received:

tenderer
inter truck
mf trailer
truck spray unit
pto spray unit

p murray

100

100

messina nominees

180
530


cbas

250



rob weir
400




p t freeman


750
376

Moved:
G R Jenkin 

Seconded:
F W Newman

“That the tender in respect to each of the above items be awarded to the highest bidder.”

CARRIED 7/0

· Councillor Messina returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair at 3:46pm.

THE MEETING ADJOURNED FROM 3:47PM TO 4:05PM
9907.017  TC "MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE COMMITTEE 

MEETING – JULY 14, 1999" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE COMMITTEE 

MEETING – JULY 14, 1999

Moved:
M R Doherty 

Seconded:
N D Johnstone

“That the minutes of the Finance and General Purpose Committee meeting held on July 14, 1999, as printed, be received.”

CARRIED 9/0

9907.018  TC "MINUTE NO. F9907.03:  PHOTOCOPIER – PURCHASE OF" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTE NO. F9907.03:  PHOTOCOPIER – PURCHASE OF

Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
M R Doherty
“That the Chief Executive Officer purchase the most desirable machine having regard to the needs of the organisation.”

CARRIED 9/0

Reason for variation from Committee Recommendation:  

The Council was made aware that the Chief Executive Officer needs to be assured that there is sufficient back-up and after sales service to support any change from its present photocopier supplier.  Rather than determine a specific supplier at this stage it considers it appropriate that the Chief Executive Officer have the opportunity to evaluate a number of photocopier alternatives and that he undertake an appropriate purchase having regards to the needs of the organisation.

9907.019  TC "MINUTE NO. F9907.04:  PRISONER WORK CAMPS – COMMUNITY 


CONSULTATION AND CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTE NO. F9907.04:  PRISONER WORK CAMPS – COMMUNITY 


CONSULTATION AND CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Moved:
P T Freeman 

Seconded:
G R Jenkin
“That 

· the Ministry of Justice be advised that this Council wishes to register its interest for the hosting of a community based prisoner work camp;

· additional information as to the security of the community needs to be obtained;

· the Safer WA Mullewa Committee be made aware of the proposal and its views sought, and

· the Ministry of Justice be advised that the Council is supportive and appreciative of the usage of minimum-security prisoners on Skeleton weed searches within this Shire.  Without such support this community would find it increasingly difficult to adequately protect such a large area." 

CARRIED 9/0

9907.020  TC "MINUTE NO. F9907.07:  NATIONAL WAGE INCREASE TO LOCAL 


GOVERNMENT AWARDS – APPLICATION OF" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTE NO. F9907.07:  NATIONAL WAGE INCREASE TO LOCAL 


GOVERNMENT AWARDS – APPLICATION OF

Moved:
B I N Thomas

Seconded:
M R Doherty

“That the Chief Executive Officer report to the next Council meeting on the financial impact upon Council of granting a wage increase of $12.00 to those employees who are currently receiving over-award payments or are on negotiated salaries. “

CARRIED 9/0

Reason for variation from Committee Recommendation:  

The Council wishes to consider the financial impact of making an additional wage payment where it has the discretionary ability to absorb such payments or where employees receive negotiated salaries.  The Council currently pays over the award and is entitled to reduce such payments by any National wage increase.

9907.021  TC "BALANCE OF RECOMMENDATIONS:" \f C \l "1" 
BALANCE OF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Moved:
G R Jenkin 

Seconded:
P T Freeman

“That the following recommendations contained within the Finance and General Purpose Committee minutes, as printed, be adopted.”

· F9907.05:  Sydney 2000 Olympic Torch Relay – Opportunity to Participate

· F9907.06:  Local Government Week 1999 – Agenda

· F9907.08:  Native Title Determination – WC96/93 (Mullewa Wadjari Community)

· F9907.09:  Regional Development Policy Western Australia – Opportunity to Comment

· F9907.10:  List of Accounts for Payment and Special Payments.”

· F9907.13:  Mullewa District Bowling Club – Financial Assistance.”

CARRIED 9/0

9907.022  TC "MINUTE NO. F9907.12 REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE – MEETING 

ATTENDANCE" \f C \l "1" 
MINUTE NO. F9907.12 REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE – MEETING 

ATTENDANCE

Discussion was held on the level of Skeleton weed infestation on the property formerly owned by the JLW Pastoral Company within the Mullewa Shire.  There is concern that the movement of stock and machinery from this property may have inadvertently spread Skeleton weed throughout the district.  

The Agricultural Protection Board is to be advised that it should examine properties that have acquired plant and/or stock from the JLW Pastoral Company property for possible infestation.

Councillor Doherty, as a member of the Regional Advisory Committee, advised that he will follow this matter up on Council’s behalf.

9907.023  TC "GENERAL BUSINESS:" \f C \l "1" 
GENERAL BUSINESS:

9907.024  TC "GRAVEL – ACTION OF STAFF" \f C \l "1" 
GRAVEL – ACTION OF STAFF

The Shire President advised that he had been approached by a landowner concerned at the action of Council staff in removing gravel from a pit on his property without the courtesy of prior advice.  He also advised that damage had been caused to access roads to the gravel pit which had not been fully reinstated following the removal of materials.  He was concerned that this conduct was inappropriate and the Chief Executive Officer was directed to investigate the matter and to undertake appropriate remedial action.

9907.025  TC "CEMETERY – PROGRAM OF WORKS" \f C \l "1" 
CEMETERY – PROGRAM OF WORKS

The Shire President expressed concern that works commenced at the Mullewa Public Cemetery have not been completed.  He noted that the re-development of the burial area, along with the construction of a public car park and new fencing, still has to occur.  He recommended that an inspection of the Cemetery occur in order to establish a program of works finalisation.

9907.026  TC "CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:" \f C \l "1" 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT:

Moved:
M R Doherty 

Seconded:
B I N Thomas

“That the Chief Executive Officer’s report for July 21, 1999, be received:

· Forthcoming Meetings

· 26.06.99:  Mullewa Tourist Centre – Official Opening

· 05.07.99:  Regional Road Group – Technical Working Group Meeting

· 09.07.99:  Mullewa Caravan Park – John Holland Constructions.”

CARRIED 9/0

 TC "NEXT MEETING:" \f C \l "1" NEXT MEETING:

The next ordinary meeting of Council will be held on Wednesday August 18, 1999, at 2:00pm.

 TC "CLOSURE:" \f C \l "1" CLOSURE:

There being no further business the President thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at 5:00pm.

president:
minutes confirmed on 18.08.99
page  1

