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part one
1.0 Concept Master Plan
The complete Geraldton City Centre Master Plan includes:

• 	 Part One:  The Master Plan;

• 	 Part Two: Publ ic Realm Mater ia ls Palet te;  and,

• 	 Part Three: Lester Avenue, Chapman Road and Cathedral  Avenue 15% Design.
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executive summary

Th is  Master  P lan  has  been prepared  as  a  con t inua t ion  o f  the  rev i ta l i sa t ion  p rocess  
fo r  the  Gera ld ton  c i t y  cen t re .  The  C i ty  o f  Grea te r  Gera ld ton  Rev i ta l i sa t ion  P lan  was  
adopted  by  Counc i l  i n  Augus t  2017 as  loca l  p lann ing  po l i cy .  The  Master  P lan  w i l l  
enab le  the  C i ty  o f  Grea te r  Gera ld ton  (CoGG)  to  ach ieve  the  v is ion  iden t i f ied  in  the  
C i ty  o f  Grea te r  Gera ld ton  Communi ty  P lan  wh ich  inc ludes :

• Create  a  p rosperous ,  d iverse ,  v ib ran t  and  sus ta inab le  communi ty ;

• Rev i ta l i se  the  c i t y  cen t re  th rough economic ,  soc ia l  and  cu l tu ra l  v ib rancy ;  and

• Create  a  ‘ communi ty  hear t ’  tha t  i s  connec ted ,  access ib le ,  v ib ran t  and  res i l i en t .

The  pro jec t  team in  co l labora t ion  w i th  the  CoGG and key  s takeho lders  has  deve loped 
a  Master  P lan  tha t  w i l l  p rov ide :

1 . S ign i f i can t l y  improved overa l l  t ree  canopy  cover  w i th in  the  c i t y  cen t re  a rea ,
c rea t ing  a  more  shaded,  comfor tab le  pedes t r ian  env i ronment ;

2 . Improved St ree tscapes  tha t  ma in ta in  veh icu la r  access  and movement  in to  and
through the  c i t y  cen t re ,  wh i l s t  c rea t ing  more  equ i tab le  ne tworks  fo r  cyc l i s ts  and
pedes t r ians ;

3 . A s t ronger  a r r i va l  sequence fo r  those  en te r ing  the  c i t y  cen t re  a long  Cathedra l
Avenue th rough re in fo rc ing  ex is t ing  Nor fo lk  Is land  P ine  p lan t ings ;

4 . The rea l ignment  o f  the  in te rsec t ions  o f  Cathedra l  Avenue and Chapman Road,
c rea t ing  a  ‘Gateway ’ in to  the  c i t y  cen t re  and  a l low ing  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  new
landmark  bu i l t  fo rm deve lopments  and  new pedes t r ian  spaces ;

5 . A new shared  space on  the  nor th  eas t  end  o f  Cathedra l  Avenue be tween Mar ine
Ter race  and Foreshore  Dr ive .  Th is  new prec inc t  - ‘The  Hear t ’ -  w i l l  be  a  low speed
env i ronment  fo r  veh ic les ,  c rea t ing  a  v ib ran t  ‘peop le - f i r s t ’  space  encourag ing  a
much s t ronger  connec t ion  be tween the  ocean and the  c i t y  cen t re ;

6 . A new pedes t r ian  l ink  v ia  the  t rans fo rmed ‘Rocks ’ bu i ld ing  wh ich  p rov ides  another
connec t ion  be tween Mar ine  Ter race  and Foreshore  Dr ive .  Th is  space  w i l l  be  an
energe t i c ,  shaded prec inc t  tha t  l i nks  Pos t  Of f i ce  Lane to  C lock  Tower  Square
th rough to  the  re -purposed Rocks  Bu i ld ing ,  te rmina t ing  w i th  a  new res iden t ia l
deve lopment  on  an  under -u t i l i sed  car  park  on  Foreshore  Dr ive ;

7 . A more  we lcoming ,  de f ined  en t ry  ‘Por t  Ar r i va l ’  p rec inc t  a t  the  in te rsec t ion  o f
Mar ine  Ter race  and Les te r  Avenue;  and ,

8 . A s t ra teg ic  imp lementa t ion  p lan  i s  a lso  inc luded a long  w i th  o rder  o f  magn i tude
Opin ion  o f  Probab le  Cos ts .

The imp lementa t ion  o f  th is  Master  P lan  w i l l  g rea t l y  improve  the  connec t ions  be tween 
the  c i t y  cen t re  and  Champion  Bay,  wh ich  se ts  Gera ld ton  apar t  as  a  un ique  c i t y  in 
WA,  w i th  unr iva led  na tu ra l  and  her i tage  asse ts .  I t  i s  env isaged tha t  the  inves tment  in 
rea l i s ing  th is  Master  P lan  w i l l  be  re tu rned many t imes  over  in  p r i va te  inves tment  in 
the  sur round ing  c i t y  cen t re ,  thereby  he lp ing  to  secure  the  economic  p rosper i t y  o f  th is 
un ique  c i t y.
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1 .1 project  or ig in

As Western  Aus t ra l ia ’s  th i rd  b igges t  c i t y, 
Gera ld ton  has  s ign i f i can t  na tu ra l  and 
bu i l t  asse ts .  In  d ivers i f y ing  the  economy, 
the  c i t y  needs  a  s t rong ,  v ib ran t  c i t y 
cen t re .  Whi ls t  there  a re  ‘b r igh t  spo ts ’ 
w i th in  the  CBD wi th  g rea t  a rch i tec tu re 
and  re ta i le rs ,  there  a re  inc reas ing 
vacanc ies  in  tenanc ies  and  rea l i sa t ion 
tha t  to  ge t  wa l le ts  pas t  doors ,  the 
c i t y  cen t re  needs  to  be  a  more  peop le 
focussed prec inc t .  Gera ld ton ’s  c i t y 
cen t re  i s  un ique  in  WA,  be ing  d i rec t l y 
ad jacent  to  the  fo reshore ,  wh ich  has 
been subs tan t ia l l y  t rans fo rmed over 
the  p rev ious  decade in to  a  much loved 
communi ty  asse t .  There  a re  immense 
oppor tun i t ies  to  l i nk  the  fo reshore  to 
the  c i t y  cen t re  and  c rea te  a  v ib ran t  c i t y 
cen t re  p rec inc t .
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f ig 1.  Spat ia l  interpretat ion of  the Geraldton City Centre Revi ta l isat ion Plan
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1 .2 study area

N
Not to Scale
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Gera ld ton  i s  a  ma jo r  reg iona l  town w i th 
a  popu la t ion  o f  approx imate ly  37 ,500 
loca ted  400 k i lomet res  nor th  o f  Per th  in 
Western  Aus t ra l ia . 

The  s tudy  s i te  i s  loca ted  w i th in  the 
Cent ra l  Bus iness  D is t r i c t  and  i s 
i l l us t ra ted  on  the  f igure  oppos i te .  The 
area  i s  genera l l y  bounded by  Foreshore 
Dr ive  to  the  Nor th -West ,  For res t  S t ree t 
to  the  Nor th -Eas t ,  Ma i t land ,  Sandford 
and  Augus tus  S t ree ts  to  the  South  Eas t 
and  Franc is  S t ree t  to  the  South-West .
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M a r i n e  Te r r a c e :
s e a s o n a l  p l a n t i n g
b o a t / m a r i t i m e  t h e m e d  ‘ p a r k l e t s ’ 
l i n k e d  t o  e x i s t i n g  b u s i n e s s e s
e n f o r c e  s h o r t  t e r m  p a r k i n g
g e n e r a l  u p g r a d e s  t o  s t r e e t s c a p e , 
a m e n i t y  a n d  l i g h t i n g

C h a p m a n  R o a d / L e s t e r  A v e :
w i d e n  f o o t p a t h s  a n d  i n t r o d u c e  s t r e e t 
t r e e s  a n d  s e a s o n  p l a n t i n g
i n t r o d u c e  p e d e s t r i a n  c r o s s i n g s , 
c y c l e  l a n e s  a n d  o n  s t r e e t  p a r k i n g
g e n e r a l  u p g r a d e s  t o  s t r e e t s c a p e , 
a m e n i t y  a n d  l i g h t i n g

I m p r o v e  a m e n i t y  t o  C l o c k  To w e r 
S q u a r e  i n c l u d i n g  l i g h t i n g ,  s e a t i n g , 
s h a d e ,  b i n s  a n d  p u b l i c  t o i l e t s .

C r e a t e  p e d e s t r i a n  c o n n e c t i o n s 
t h r o u g h  m i d b l o c k  a r e a s  a n d 
f r o m  t h e  c i t y  c e n t r e  t o  t h e 
f o r e s h o r e

I m p r o v e  C a t h e d r a l  A v e / L e s t e r  A v e /
C h a p m a n  R d  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a n d 
C a t h e d r a l  A v e  b e t w e e n  C h a p m a n 
a n d  M a r i n e  t o  m a k e  m o r e  p e d e s t r i a n 
o r i e n t a t e d

C o n n e c t  m a i n  f o r e s h o r e 
a t t r a c t o r s  ( M u l t i  U s e r  F a c i l i t y , 
Y o u t h  P r e c i n c t ,  W a t e r  P a r k  a n d 
C a f e )  t o  b e a c h

E n c o u r a g e  b u s i n e s s e s 
a l o n g  F o r e s h o r e  D r i v e 
t o  o p e n  o u t  t o w a r d  t h e 
f o r e s h o r e

I n f i l l  r e s i d e n t i a l

C r e a t e  s h a r e d  s p a c e  o n 
C a t h e d r a l  A v e n u e  b e t w e e n 
M a r i n e  Te r r a c e  a n d 
F o r e s h o r e  D r i v e

V i s i t o r  C e n t r e  t o  b e c o m e  a 
d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  t o u r i s t s  t o  t h e 
c i t y  a n d  t h e  r e g i o n

C r e a t e  ‘ a r t  w a l k ’  a r o u n d  t h e 
c i t y  f r o m  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  s h i p 
t e r m i n a l ,  l i n k  t o  V i s i t o r  C e n t r e , 
Y a m a j i  A r t  C e n t r e ,  A r t  G a l l e r y , 
s t r e e t  a r t  a n d  s c u l p t u r e s

B u i l d  o n  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e 
f o r e s h o r e

C h a n g e  u s e  f r o m  c a r  p a r k  t o  m i x e d 
u s e  r e s i d e n t i a l .   U n t i l  b l o c k  i s 
d e v e l o p e d  i n t r o d u c e  p a i d  p a r k i n g

C o n s o l i d a t e  m i d  b l o c k  a r e a 
t o  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  p a r k i n g  f o r 
e m p l o y e e s  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y 
c e n t r e

N
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f ig 2.  Spat ia l  interpretat ion of  the Geraldton City Centre Revi ta l isat ion Plan
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1 .3 geraldton ci ty centre revi ta l isat ion plan

The Gera ld ton  C i ty  Cent re  Rev i ta l i sa t ion 
P lan  was  p repared  in  Apr i l  2017 by 
TPG and P lace  Match  w i th  inpu t  and 
fund ing  by  Roya l t ies  fo r  Reg ions ,  M id 
West  Deve lopment  Commiss ion  and the 
C i ty  o f  Grea te r  Gera ld ton .   I t  p rov ides 
a  gu ide  fo r  fu tu re  deve lopment  and 
rev i ta l i sa t ion  fo r  the  c i t y  cen t re .   The 
fo l low ing  ac t ions  have  been iden t i f ied 
f rom the  Rev i ta l i sa t ion  P lan  as  spa t ia l 
ou tcomes tha t  can  be  addressed as  par t 
o f  the  Master  P lan .

1.4.1	Parklets

Estab l i sh  in  f ron t  o f  ex is t ing  bus inesses 
to  take  advantage o f  ou tdoor  space  and 
ac t i va te  the  s t ree t .

1.4.2 Publ ic Art

Enl iven  the  s ides  o f  bu i ld ings  and o ther 
unused spaces  w i th  pub l i c  mura ls  and 
ins ta l la t ions .

1.4.3 Shade

In t roduce shade th rough verandas , 
canop ies  and  awn ings  a long  key 
pedes t r ian  connec t ions .   Th is  Master 
P lan  p laces  more  o f  a  focus  on  t ree 
p lan t ing  than  s t ruc tu res .

1.4.4 Enhance Clock Tower Square

Prov ide  a  ga ther ing  space in  the  hear t  o f 
the  ma l l .   The  Master  P lan  connec ts  the 
Square  th rough The Rocks  and Laneway 
l ink .

1.4.5 Streetscape improvements 

Reduce c lu t te r  and  s ignage and upgrade 
s t ree t  fu rn i tu re .

1.4.6 Port  Connect ion

Connec t  the  C i ty  Cent re  to  the  Cru ise 
Sh ip  Dock .

1.4.7 Mari t ime history

Estab l i sh  a  Mar i t ime theme as  par t  o f 
Gera ld ton ’s  iden t i t y.

1.4.8 Tree Canopy

Improve  upon ex is t ing  s t ree t  t rees .

1.4.8 Plant ing

Inc rease  p lan t ing  to  med ians .

1.4.9 Development

Iden t i f y  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  res iden t ia l 
deve lopment .

Image:  Gera ld ton  C i ty  Cent re  Rev i ta l i sa t ion  P lan ,  2017
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1 .4 master plan
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 |    G E R A L D TO N C I T Y C E N T R E M A S T E R P L A N  |    15

1 .5 design pr inciples

The fo l low ing  des ign  p r inc ip les  have 
been app l ied  to  the  Master  P lan .   Tak ing 
in to  account  the  sca le  o f  the  c i t y  cen t re 
f ig .  3  shows the  focus  a reas  o f  these 
p r inc ip les .

1.5.1 streetscape
1. Improve  cond i t ions  fo r  pedes t r ians ;

2 . Encourage the  c i t y  cen t re  as  a
des t ina t ion ,  no t  jus t  an  a rea  to  pass
th rough;

3. Increase t ree canopy;

4. Reduce t ra ff ic  speeds;

5. Mainta in  much of  the on-st reet
park ing;

6. Improve cyc l ing condi t ions and
inf rast ructure;  and,

7. Cathedra l  Avenue as the major
sp ine of  the c i ty  centre -  connect ing
vehic les,  cyc l is ts  and pedestr ian
v isual ly  and phys ica l ly  through to  the
foreshore.

1.5.2 intersect ions

1. Rea l ign  kerbs  to  t igh ten  tu rn ing
c i rc les  in  o rder  to  s low t ra f f i c  and
reduce c ross ing  d is tances  fo r
pedes t r ians .

1.5.3 t ree plant ing to car parks

1. Tree  p lan t ing  to  ma jo r  car  parks
prov ide  oppor tun i ty  to  s ign i f i can t l y
inc rease  the  canopy  cover  ac ross  the
Gera ld ton  C i ty  Cent re .   Re fer  to  the
green ing  s t ra tegy  fo r  more  de ta i l .

1.5.4 future development s i tes

1. In t roduc t ion  o f  more  res iden t ia l
landuse in  the  c i t y  cen t re ;

2 . Oppor tun i ty  fo r  med ium to  h igh
dens i ty  l i v ing  w i th  mixed  use  to
ground leve ls ;and ,

3 . Bu i ld ings  to  engage w i th  s t ree t  and
open towards  the  fo reshore  where
poss ib le .

1.5.5 foreshore connect ions

1. Improve  phys ica l  and  v isua l
connec t ion  f rom the  c i t y  cen t re  to  the
fo reshore .
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E X I S T I N G  C A N O P Y  -  7 . 6 % STAGE 1  CANOPY -  13%

Tree p lan t ing  to  s t ree ts  and  ma jor  car  parks ,  as  par t  o f 
mas ter  p lan  scope
A + B A + B + C

B C

A

STAGE 2  CANOPY -  20%

Tree p lan t ing  to  s t ree ts  &  mid-b lock  car  parks

f ig 5.  greening strategy staging



 |    G E R A L D TO N C I T Y C E N T R E M A S T E R P L A N  |    17

1 .6 greening strategy

Curren t  canopy  cover  w i th in  the  c i t y 
cen t re  o f  Gera ld ton  i s  7 .6%,  w i th  many 
s t ree ts  comple te ly  devo id  o f  s t ree t  t rees .  
Car  parks  a re  a lso  lack ing  in  t rees 
o r  cou ld  have  much denser  p lan t ing .  
Trees  no t  on ly  shade and coo l  the  c i t y 
cen t re  mi t iga t ing  u rban heat  i s land 
e f fec t ,  bu t  p rov ide  some pro tec t ion  fo rm 
Gera ld ton ’s  s t rong  w inds ,  c rea t ing  more 
peop le  f r iend ly  s t ree t  and  spaces . 

S tage one (F ig .  B)  p roposes  to  inc rease 
canopy  cover  to  13%.   Th is  i s  based on 
s t ree t  t ree  p lan t ing  to  the  focus  a reas  o f 
Cathedra l  Ave ,  Chapman Road,  Les te r 
Ave ,  severa l  ma jo r  car  parks  and  Lo t 
601  as  a  t ree  fa rm fo r  fu tu re  s t ree t 
t rees ,  un t i l  such  t ime as  i t  i s  deve loped.  
Bo th  pub l i c  and  p r iva te  car  parks 
p rov ide  oppor tun i ty  fo r  t ree  p lan t ing 
to  occur  and  have  a  s ign i f i can t  v isua l 
and  env i ronmenta l  impac t .   Gera ld ton 
Reg iona l  L ib ra ry  (park ing  s ta t ion  No.2) , 
Gera ld ton  Resource  Cent re ,  Gera ld ton 
Counc i l  (park ing  s ta t ion  No.5)  a re  s i tes 
where  The C i ty  can  re t ro - f i t  t ree  p i t s 
and  imp lement  p lan t ing .   Woo lwor ths 
and  IGA shopp ing  cen t re  car  parks ,  the 
Dur lacher  S t /Anzac  Tce  park ing  s ta t ion 
No.3

Stage two (F ig .C)  a ims to  reach  a 
canopy  cover  o f  20%.  Th is  i s  based 
on  op t imum t ree  p lan t ing  oppor tun i t ies 
fo r  the  c i t y  cen t re  w i th  in f i l l  s t ree t 
t ree  p lan t ing  and  t rees  to  mid-b lock 
car  parks .   Much o f  the  mid-b lock  car 
park ing  i s  p r i va te ly  owned there fo re 
the  C i ty  w i l l  need to  deve lop  gu ide l ines 
and  prov ide  incen t ives  to  encourage 
bus inesses  and landowners  to  take 
back  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  t ree  p lan t ing  and 
beaut i f i ca t ion . 

By  way  o f  compar ison ,  Per th  loca l 
government  a reas  o f  Sub iaco ,  Per th , 
Ned lands  and Mosman Park  have 
20-29 .9% urban t ree  canopy  cover, 
Bayswater,  Vic to r ia  Park ,  Me lv i l l e , 
F remant le  and  Eas t  F remant le  have  a 
coverage o f  10-19 .9% and Be lmont  a 
coverage be tween 0-9 .9%.   (Where  a re 
a l l  the  Trees?  202020 Vis ion  Repor t 
2014 ) .
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Created  th rough veh ic le  movement  and 
s ta r t  / s top .

Shared  road  space fo r  b icyc les

On-s t ree t  park ing .

Ac t i va t ion  to  kerb  edge.

P lan t ing  /  t rees .

ActivationCreate Fr ict ion

1

1

1

2

3

3

4

4

5

5

2

Remova l  o f  med ian  s lows t ra f f i c .

Push kerb  a l ignment  toward  cen t re  o f 
road  to  inc rease  pa th  w id th  and  c rea te 
space  fo r  s t ree t  t rees .

Reduce lane widths

1

11

2

2

Two t ie rs  o f  p lan t ing :

Verge  garden:  Can be  p r iva te ly  ma in ta ined  / 
p lan ted .   Occurs  in  the  ‘ ve rge  s t r ip ’ .

Ra in  garden:  Occurs  on  the  road  space and 
he lps  w i th  run-o f f  /  d ra inage.

Structure plant ing

1

1 1

2

2 2

Two types  o f  pav ing :

Verge  zone:  Verge  zone is  a  con t inuous 
s t r ip  where  p lan t ing  /  pav ing  /  l i gh t ing  / 
sea t ing  /  s igns  e tc  a re  loca ted .

Ma in  pa th :  Ma in  pa th  i s  low main tenance 
sur face .

Simpl i fy paving

1

2

1 1 22

Plan t  as  many  t rees  as  poss ib le .

Rea l  wor ld  cond i t ion  (serv ices  e tc )  w i l l  be 
the  l im i t ing  fac to r.

Cons ider  sacr i f i c ing  some car  bays  in 
o rder  to  c rea te  room fo r  t rees  (1  bay  =  3 
t rees) .

S ink  power  to  c rea te  room.

Maximise trees

1

1

f ig 6.  streetscape pr inciples
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1 .7 streetscape pr inciples

These pr inc ip les  a re  app l ied  th roughout 
the  c i t y  cen t re  and  can  be  adapted  to 
d i f fe ren t  s t ree t  cond i t ions .

1.7.1 maximise trees 

St ree t  t ree  p lan t ing  i s  a  ma jo r  e lement 
in  the  g reen ing  s t ra tegy.   A t  s t ree t 
leve l  t rees  p rov ide  a  more  p leasant 
exper ience  fo r  pedes t r ians  th rough the 
p rov is ion  o f  shade and w ind  p ro tec t ion , 
as  we l l  as  c rea t ing  an  ‘edge e f fec t ’ 
fo r  motor is ts .   A d r i ver ’s  percep t ion  o f 
a  lane  w id th  i s  d im in ished due to  the 
v isua l  bar r ie r  o f  t rees ,  resu l t ing  in  lower 
speeds .  S t ree t  t ree  p lan t ing  i s  a  p roven 
techn ique  fo r  reduc ing  t ra f f i c  speeds 
w i thou t  the  need fo r  hard  in f ras t ruc tu re 
such  as  speed bumps and rumble  s t r ips . 

1.7.2 create f r ic t ion

Creat ing  f r i c t ion  reduces  the  dominance 
o f  cars  w i th in  the  s t ree tscape.  Reten t ion 
o f  on-s t ree t  park ing  necess i ta tes  regu la r 
s topp ing  and s ta r t ing  o f  cars ,  p lan t ing 
o f  t rees  and ac t i va t ion  to  the  kerb 
edge th rough a l  f resco  d in ing  o r  o ther 
bus inesses  us ing  foo tpa ths  c rea tes 
v isua l  bar r ie rs  tha t  s low motor is ts .  

These s lower  speeds  encourage more 
cyc l i s ts  to  use  the  road  ra ther  than 
the  foo tpa th  wh ich  in  tu rn  s lows t ra f f i c 
fu r ther.   An  on- road  cyc le  lane  i s  no t 
recommended in  a reas  where  there  i s 
on  s t ree t  para l le l  park ing  due to  the 
inc reased r i sk  o f  cyc l i s ts  be ing  h i t  by 
open ing  car  doors . 

1.7.3 reduce lane widths

Reduc ing  lane  w id ths  and  reass ign ing 
th is  space  to  the  foo tpa th  w i l l  reduce 
t ra f f i c  speed.   The  red is t r ibu ted  w id th 
a lso  a l lows fo r  generous  foo tpa ths ,  t ree 
p lan t ing  and  garden beds ,  inc lud ing 
ra in  gardens  to  cap tu re  road  run-o f f , 
and  on  s t ree t  park ing .  In  par t i cu la r, 
Les te r  Avenue and the  nor thern  sec t ion 
o f  Chapman Road are  su i tab le  fo r  lane 
nar rowing  w i th  l i t t l e  loss  to  ex is t ing 
on  s t ree t  park ing .  Lane nar rowing  and 
rea l ignment  o f  tu rns  i s  a lso  app l i cab le 
to  some in te rsec t ions  w i th in  the  c i t y 
cen t re  in  o rder  to  s low t ra f f i c  and  made 
c ross ing  fo r  pedes t r ians  sa fe r  and 
eas ie r.

1.7.4 s impl i fy paving 

Two types  o f  pav ing  a re  p roposed,  one 
type  fo r  the  ma in  pa th ,  and  one fo r  the 
verge  zone.   The  verge  zone ac ts  as 
a  des igna ted  a rea  fo r  any  fu rn i tu re  o r 
serv ices  to  be  loca ted ,  such  as  l igh t ing .  
The  verge  zone may a lso  have  a  so f t 
f in ish  in  the  fo rm o f  tu r f  o r  garden bed, 
depend ing  on  loca t ion ,  fo r  ins tance  the 
fu r ther  away f rom the  c i t y  cen t re  the 
more  oppor tun i ty  fo r  p lan t ing .   (Refer 
a lso  to  Par t  2 .  Pub l i c  Rea lm Mater ia l 
Pa le t te  fo r  mater ia ls  and  f in ishes 
recommendat ions . )

1.7.5 structure plant ing

Plan t ing  to  med ians  and su i tab le  garden 
beds  a long  the  s t ree t  a re  expec ted  to 
have  f lush  kerbs  in  o rder  to  cap tu re  road 
runo f f .   A spec i f i c  p lan t ing  pa le t te  has 
been deve loped w i th  spec ies  appropr ia te 
to  dea l  w i th  h igh  nu t r ien t  in take  to  t rea t 
s to rmwater  runo f f  p r io r  to  in f i l t ra t ion .  
Other  garden beds  a re  to  be  p lan ted 
w i th  low growing  spec ies  in  o rder  to 
ma in ta in  s igh t l ines ,  and  be  su i tab le  fo r 
the  coas ta l  cond i t ions  as  we l l  as  p rov ide 
v isua l  in te res t .   (Refer  to  Par t  2 .  Pub l i c 
Rea lm Mater ia l  Pa le t te  fo r  spec ies 
recommendat ions . )
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N

1:4000@ A3

the entry

the gateway

the heartport arrival
the rocks

f ig 6.  master plan areas
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The f i ve  a reas  iden t i f ied  p rov ide 
oppor tun i t ies  to  c rea te  spec ia l  spaces 
w i th  a  spec i f i c  charac te r  w i th in  the 
Gera ld ton  C i ty  Cent re .  The  fo l low ing  key 
oppor tun i t ies  were  iden t i f ied  dur ing  the 
des ign  and rev iew process :

	 the entry

1. 	 The s ta r t  o f  the  approach  to  the  c i t y 
cen t re ;

2 . 	 Cont inue  and in f i l l  the  nor fo lk  i s land 
p ine  t ree  avenue;

3 . 	 Crea te  s t rong  v isua l  connec t ion  to 
fo reshore ;

4 . 	 In t roduce cyc le  pa th ;  and ,

5 . 	 Improve  foo tpa ths .

	 the gateway

1. 	 Reduce the  dominance o f  cars  a t  the 
Les te r  Ave /Chapman Rd/Cathedra l 
Ave  in te rsec t ions ;  and ,

2 . 	 Po ten t ia l  fo r  deve lopment  o f  lo t  145 
and lo t  36  a l low ing  fo r  new p laza /
p iazza  a rea .

1.8 areas

	 the heart

1. 	 Connec t  the  c i t y  cen t re  to  the 
fo reshore ;

2 . 	 Reduce dominance o f  cars  in  the 
space;

3 . 	 Ma in ta in  access  to  the  Ocean Cent re 
Hote l ;  and ,

4 . 	 Encourage bus inesses  to  open 
towards  the  s t ree t  and  the  fo reshore .

	 the port  arr ival

1. 	 Prov ide  a  we lcoming  space fo r 
passengers  f rom the  c ru ise  te rmina l ;

2 . 	 Connec t  to  the  fo reshore  and the  c i t y 
cen t re ;

3 . 	 Reduce the  dominance o f  cars  in  the 
space;  and ,

4 . 	 Draw pedes t r ians  towards  the  Vis i to r 
Cent re .

the rocks and laneway l ink
1. 	 Crea te  a  new use  fo r  the  recent ly 

acqu i red  Rocks  bu i ld ing ;

2 . 	 Crea te  an  a r t  t ra i l  f rom the  fo reshore  to 
the  a r t  ga l le ry ;

3 . 	 Be t te r  connec t  C lock  Tower  Square ;

4 . 	 Improve  cond i t ions  a long  Pos t  Of f i ce 
Lane;  and ,

5 . 	 Crea te  a  s t rong  pedes t r ian  connec t ion 
th rough the  c i t y  cen t re  to  the  fo reshore .
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norfolk is land pine avenue, Warrnambool source: AusTouring.com

separated cycle lane, Arkansas source: ruraldesignguide.com sect ion AA  1:250 @A3
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1 .9 the entry

The Gateway s igna ls  the  a r r i va l  to 
Gera ld ton  c i t y  cen t re .   The  avenue 
o f  nor fo lk  i s land  p ine  t rees  beg in , 
con t inu ing  down Cathedra l  Avenue and 
es tab l i sh ing  a  s t rong  v isua l  connec t ion 
to  the  fo reshore .

The Gera ld ton  2050 Cyc l ing  S t ra tegy 
iden t i f ies  Cathedra l  Ave  as  a  s t ra teg ic 
rou te ,  p rov id ing  users  w i th  access  to 
the  c i t y  cen t re  f rom grea te r  Gera ld ton 
c i t y.   S ing le  d i rec t ion  cyc le  pa ths  a re 
p roposed to  bo th  s ides  o f  the  road ,  fu l l y 
separa ted  f rom the  road  and on-s t ree t 
park ing  by  the  verge  zone o f  p lan t ing 
and  pav ing .   The  presence o f  para l le l 
park ing  in  the  s t ree t  necess i ta tes  a 
separa ted  cyc le  lane  fo r  cyc l i s t ’s  sa fe ty.

The cyc le path ends at  Lester  Ave and 
Chapman Rd,  meet ing the road where 
t ra ff ic  condi t ions are s lowed enough to 
a l low for  safe cyc l ing. 

 

single direction cycle path alongside footpath.  
Separated from road and parking by verge zone

footpath 

norfolk island pine trees planted to 
median and both sides of road

tree and low shrub planting to median

single direction cycle path 
alongside footpath.  Separated from 

road and parking by verge zone

St Francis Xavier 
Cathedral

Maitland Street

Maitland Street

Ca
th

ed
ra

l A
ve

N

1:500@ A3

AA
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‘The Gateway’ cnr Lester Ave and Cathedral  Ave looking north 
across Cathedral  Ave toward Chapman Rd and The Gerald Hotel .



 |    G E R A L D TO N C I T Y C E N T R E M A S T E R P L A N  |    25

1 .10 the gateway

At  the  ma jo r  in te rsec t ion  o f  Chapman 
Road and Les te r  Avenue,  the  ga teway 
conver ts  a  car  domina ted  space in to  one 
fo r  pedes t r ians .   The  reconf igura t ion  o f 
the  in te rsec t ion  has  b roken the  c ross 
roads  in to  two T- junc t ions  to  s low t ra f f i c 
and   a l lows  fo r  new p laza  space o f  h igh 
qua l i t y  pav ing ,  shade she l te rs ,  sea t ing 
and  t rees  p rov id ing  a  f lex ib le ,  open 
space in  the  midd le  o f  the  c i t y  cen t re  o f 
Gera ld ton .
 

N

1:500@ A3

Street tree planting changes 
from norfolk island pine to cook 
island pine to accommodate more 
compact streetscape

cycle path toward the 
foreshore meets the road.  
Due to the road realignment 
and streetscape upgrades 
traffic conditions are slowed 
and suitable for on road riding

realignment of 
intersection and 
development of the 
corner block on Lester 
Ave and Cathedral Ave 
allows for a new urban 
space. Set back from 
the foreshore some 
protection from the wind 
is offered by built form 
and trees

The space is flexible for 
every day use, or larger 
gatherings of people.  
There is opportunity 
for Cathedral Ave to be 
closed for special events 
to allow pedestrians to 
use the space freely

shade shelter

opportunity for landmark building

moreton bay fig tree as feature

shade structure to sleeve existing 
office building to soften visual 

impact at street level.

Chapman Rd

Ca
th

ed
ra

l A
ve

Office
Army Reserve

The Gerald Hotel

Proposed 
mixed use 

development

Lester Ave
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render

‘The Heart ’ f rom the beach looking ESE up Cathedral  Ave. 
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1 .11 the heart

The Hear t  es tab l i shes  the  c i t y  cen t re ’s 
connec t ion  to  the  new fo reshore .   The 
nor thern  end  o f  Cathedra l  Avenue 
becomes a  shared  space fo r  cars  and 
pedes t r ians  d rawing  peop le  down f rom 
the  re ta i l  and  hosp i ta l i t y  a reas  to  the 
water.   

 

two way traffic reinstated to 
foreshore drive

continuation of cottwood trees 
along foreshore drive

steps down to beach

opportunity for maritime theming  
through public art 

arbours with climbing 
plants and removable 
shade sails

flush timber planks 
disperse into paving

Ocean Centre Hotel

Foreshore Drive

Cathedral Ave

Skeetas Restaurant 
(Vacant)

N

1:500@ A3

JOINS A
B B

N

0 10 20 50 100 150m

revision:  
1

date:
April 2018

scale:
1:1000 

N

Location Plan
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‘The Heart ’ f rom the corner of  Cathedral  Ave and Foreshore Dr ive 
outside the Ocean Centre,  looking toward the beach.
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JOINS B
A A

Ocean 
Centre Hotel

Marine Terrace

Cathedral Ave

Skeetas Restaurant 
(Vacant)

existing brick paving to 
Marine Tce

different paving signals to vehicles 
change in road condition to slow 
speed, pedestrian friendly space

N

1:500@ A3

N

Location Plan

N

0 10 20 50 100 150m

revision:  
1

date:
April 2018

scale:
1:1000 



30  |   G E R A L D TO N C I T Y C E N T R E M A S T E R P L A N  | 

‘The Port  Arr ival ’ cnr Lester Ave and Marine Tce, looking NNE along 
Marine Tce.
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1 .12 the port  arr ival

The Por t  Ar r i va l  p rov ides  an  in t roduc t ion 
to  Gera ld ton  fo r  v is i to rs  by  c ru ise  sh ip .  
The  in te rsec t ion  o f  Mar ine  Ter race  and 
Les te r  Ave  i s  t igh tened and the  round 
about  removed,  c rea t ing  space fo r  t ree 
p lan t ing  p rov id ing  a  p leasant  wa lk  f rom 
the  por t  to  the  Gera ld ton  Vis i to r  Cent re . 

Marine Terrace

Lester Ave

existing car park

Sail Inn Snack Bar
Geraldton Visitor Centre

Department of 
Agriculture and 

Food KFC

existing morten bay fig trees

new stand of trees to 
intersection corner

realign intersection, remove 
round about.

N

1:500@ A3

Bike Hire

ABC Midwest 
and Wheatbelt
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Corner of  Post Off ice Lane and Chapman Rd, looking south-west 
along Chapman Rd.
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1 .13 the rocks and laneway l ink

The Rocks  and Laneway L ink  fo rm a 
ma jo r  pedes t r ian  connec t ion  f rom the 
c i t y  cen t re  to  the  fo reshore .   A super -
g raph ic  on  the  g round p lane ,  deve loped 
th rough engagement  w i th  an  a r t i s t , 
s ta r ts  a t  the  a r t  ga l le ry  on  the  corner  o f 
Chapman Road and Dur lacher  S t ree t , 
con t inues  down Chapman Road and 
tu rns  on to  Pos t  Of f i ce  Lane,  c rosses 
C lock  Tower  Square  and Mar ine  Ter race , 
in to  The Rocks  Bu i ld ing  then  ou t  the 
o ther  s ide  to  the  fo reshore . 

The Rocks  bu i ld ing  becomes a  un ique 
space tha t  has  the  f lex ib i l i t y  fo r  a 
var ie ty  o f  uses .   Showcas ing  a r t ,  hos t ing 
food  t ruck  n igh ts ,  concer ts  o r  s imp ly  a 
pub l i c  space  she l te red  f rom inc lement 
weather.  

The  bu i ld ing  in te r io r  i s  gu t ted ,  w i th  roo f 
t russes  remain ing ,  and  some new c lear 
pane ls  ins ta l led .

Proposed is  a  new green wa l l ,  e leva ted 
‘ c row’s  nes t ’ look ing  ou t  towards  the 
fo reshore ,  open wa l l s  fo r  a r t /p ro jec t ion 
and  new t imber  decked te r races  fo r 
in fo rma l  sea t ing

The space can  fac i l i ta te  temporary  event 
access  f rom Foreshore  Dr ive  and  Mar ine 
Ter race  and w i l l  be  ga ted  a t  bo th  ends .
 

foreshore drive

Marine terrace

Lester Avenue 

Ch
ap

m
an

 R
oa

d

Cathedral Avenue 

Groyne becomes destination at the end of the line

Car park earmarked for possible future development

Clock Tower Square

Post Office lane to become art thoroughfare 

Geraldton Regional Art Gallery to play 
curation role throughout lane-way strategy 

The Rock’s Building, key feature link of lane-way strategy 
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Clock Tower Square looking south-west down Marine Tce.
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Nort
h

Index Plan

Lush grotto style garden beds 

Artistic representation of meta-graphic on 
concrete floor (Graphic to be developed in 
conjunction with artist)

Existing walls to be retained 

Proposed lockable gates 

Mirrored ROCK”S facade 

Light box art installation 

Note: Roof and North East wall have been 
removed for graphic representation

View from Marine Terrace
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A

B

D

MAITLAND ST

CATHEDRAL AVE

DURLACHER ST
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1 .14 development s i tes

An analys is  o f  Gera ldton Ci ty  Centre 
h igh l ighted the fo l lowing f ind ings:
• 	 Lack  o f  res iden t ia l  (apar tments )  in 

the  c i t y  cen t re ; 

• 	 Lack  o f  m ixed  use  (ac t i va ted  g round 
f loor  w i th  res iden t ia l  above)  in  the 
c i t y  cen t re ;

• 	 Under  ac t i va ted  car  park  s i tes 
th roughout  the  c i t y  cen t re , 
par t i cu la r l y  on  p rominent 
in te rsec t ions ;

• 	 Vacant  re ta i l  tenanc ies  a long  h igh 
s t ree ts ;  and

• 	 L imi ted  g reen landscape beyond 
renewed fo reshore  a reas .

The four  s i tes below have been se lected 
as key s i tes which could act ivate 
Gera ldton Ci ty  Centre through new and 
engaging bui l t  form which responds to 
the main axes and pr inc ip les set  up in  the 
Master  P lan.  
The proposed bui l t  form concepts are 
based on the pr inc ip les of :
• 	 Inc reas ing  res iden t ia l  dens i ty  in  the 

c i t y  cen t re ;

• 	 Prov id ing  mu l t ip le  use  types  w i th in 
bu i ld ings  (mixed-use) ;

• 	 Deve lop ing  on  vacant  o r  unbu i l t  s i tes 
(vacant  lo ts ,  car  parks ,  car  yards) ; 
and

• 	 In tegra ted  g reen landscape and bu i l t 
fo rm. 

Development Si te A 
Cnr. Lester and Cathedral Avenues 
(200 Lester Ave & 36 Cathedral Ave)
This  s i te  is  current ly  occupied a car 
showroom and associated car  yards,  wi th 
i ts  edge condi t ion consis t ing of  garr ison 
fenc ing (2/3)  and shop f ront  g laz ing (1/3) .
The proposed development  is  depic ted in 
F igure B and inc ludes:
• 	 Pub l i c  p laza  o r  to  p rominent  hear t /

ga teway s i te  (Cnr.  Les te r  &  Cathedra l 
Ave) ;

• 	 4 –  6  s to rey  mixed-use  deve lopment , 
inc lud ing :

-- ground f loor  use  wh ich  in te rac ts 
w i th  the  p laza ,  such  as  food  and 
beverage,  re ta i l  o r  communi ty  use 
space;

-- res iden t ia l  (apar tments )  above, 
w i th  ocean v iews and shared 
amen i t ies  such  as  a  roo f  te r race 
and ground leve l  gym or  l i b ra ry ; 
and 

-- Smal le r  sca le -bu i l t  fo rm to  the 
per iphery  o f  the  s i te ,  wh ich  i s 
sympathe t i c  to  and  in tegra tes 
w i th  the  sur round ing  bu i l t  fo rm, 
inc lud ing  the  a rmy bar racks 
oppos i te  on  Les te r  Avenue. 
Proposed uses  inc lud ing  food  and 
beverage,  ga l le ry,  pop-up  space or 
c iv ic  space .

Development Si te B 
Cnr. Foreshore Drive and proposed 
Rocks Artwork Laneway or [No. 30] 
Foreshore Drive
This  s i te  is  current ly  a  publ ic  car  park 
wi th  no landscaping or  t ree p lant ing 
prov ided. 
The proposed development  is  a 
townhouse sty le  res ident ia l  development , 
as i l lus t ra te in  F igure C,  which takes 
advantage of  the beachside locat ion and 
prox imi ty  to  c i ty  centre.   The proposal 
inc ludes:
• 	 Raised  ground f loor  fo r  apar tments , 

fo r  res iden t  p r i vacy  and  enhanced 
v iews;  

• 	 Main ta in  g round leve l  park ing ,  bu t 
p rov ide  sc reen ing  and t ree  p lan t ing 
e lements  to  so f ten  edges ; 

• 	 L ink ing  in  to  the  Rocks  laneway wa lk , 
phys ica l l y  and  v isua l l y ;  and

• 	 Smal l  sca le  food  and beverage 
tenancy  to  the  N-W,  o r  ocean f ron t , 
edge o f  the  deve lopment  tak ing 
advantage o f  the  v iews and improv ing 
the  Foreshore  Dr ive  s t ree tscape.  

Development Si te C 
[No. 8] Durlacher St
This  is  current ly  a  vacant  and 
undeveloped s i te  used for  park ing, 
ad jacent  to  Development  Si te  D (Lot 

601) .   The proposed development 
inc ludes res ident ia l  townhouse s imi lar 
to  development  s i te  B,  but  responding to 
the larger  sca le Dur lacher  St reet  context 
ra ther  than the in t imate scale of  the 
Rocks Laneway.   

Development Si te D 
Lot 601 [No. 101-209] Foreshore 
Drive
This  s i te  is  current ly  a  huge vacant  car 
park wi th  sparse t ree p lant ing,  and a 
landscape park edge to  the S-W edge of 
the lo t .  
The proposed development  for  th is  large, 
wel l - located s i te  inc ludes:
• 	 2-3  s to rey  townhouse s ty le 

deve lopment ; 

• 	 Bui l t  fo rm massed so  as  to  b reak  the 
la rge  s i te  in to  two d is t inc t  segments 
jo ined  by  a  landscaped park  s t r ip , 
re fe r  to  F igure  E ; 

• 	 Forming  generous  cour tyard  spaces 
w i th  the  bu i l t  fo rm,  p rov id ing  a 
communa l  ou tdoor  space  she l te red 
f rom the  coas ta l  w inds  and e lements ; 

• 	 High qua l i t y,  a r t i cu la ted  façades 
to  Foreshore  Dr ive  and  Mar ine  fo r 
improved s t ree tscapes  and to  p rov ide 
a  sense  o f  con t inu i ty  o f  bu i l t  fabr ic  a t 
the  per iphery  o f  the  c i t y  cen t re .   
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1 .15 implementat ion

The Gera ld ton  C i ty  Cent re  Master  P lan 
has  been deve loped to  gu ide  change 
w i th in  the  c i t y  cen t re  p rec inc t  in  bo th 
the  long  and shor t  te rm and to  ensure 
fu tu re  deve lopment  responds  to  the 
p r inc ip les  and  des i red  ou tcomes tha t  the 
communi ty  va lues .

The Master  P lan  can  be  t rea ted  on  a 
s t ree t  by  s t ree t  bas is ,  a l low ing  CoGG to 
assess  ava i lab le  fund ing  and pr io r i t y  to 
s tage  fu tu re  works .

An order  o f  magn i tude  Op in ion  o f 
Probab le  Cos t  has  been deve loped fo r 
each  sec t ion  o f  s t ree t  and  the  ma in 
a reas  (The Por t  Ar r i va l ,  The  Hear t ,  the 
Rocks ,  Laneway L ink  and  The Gateway) 
o f  the  Master  P lan  w i th  and  h igh  and 
low es t imate  fo l lowed by  an  average and 
then  rounded to ta l . 

Sav ings  may be  ach ieved by  combin ing 
a reas  o f  works .  

Gera ld ton  C i ty  Cent re  Master  P lan  -  Op in ion  o f  Probab le  Cos t

*  Exc lus ion  to  no te :  esca la t ion ,  des ign  fees ,  p ro jec t  management ,  ma jo r  serv ice  rea l ignment ,  l i gh t ing , 
headworks  charges ,  Hor izon  Power  g i f ted  asse ts  taxes ,  road  s igna l  changes .

Low Tota l H igh  To ta l Average To ta l Rounded Tota l
1 . Por t  Ar r i va l /Mar ine  Ter race $1,274,096 $2,039,122 $1,656,609 $1,700,000
2. Por t  Ar r i va l  Car  park $590,747 $1,043,748 $817,248 $800,000
3. Foreshore  Dr ive $265,829 $470,787 $368,308 $400,000
4. The Hear t $5 ,287,394 $8,298,446 $6,792,920 $6,800,000
5. Mar ine  Ter race $460,808 $781,832 $621,320 $600,000
6a. The Rocks $682,330 $682,330 $682,330 $700,000
6b. Laneway L ink $274,756 $547,192 $410,974 $400,000
7. Dur lacher  S t ree t $509,553 $760,734 $635,143 $600,000
8. Dur lacher  S t ree t ,  Mar ine-Chapman $793,520 $1,255,331 $1,024,426 $1,000,000
9. Les te r  Avenue $1,116,667 $1,783,082 $1,449,875 $1,400,000
10. Chapman Road $1,596,676 $2,561,308 $2,078,992 $2,100,000
11. The Gateway $2,913,848 $4,892,325 $3,903,086 $3,900,000
12. Cathedra l  Avenue $1,984,509 $3,205,389 $2,594,949 $2,600,000
13. Franc is  S t ree t $255,485 $474,102 $364,794 $400,000
14. Gregory  S t ree t $557,164 $934,340 $745,752 $700,000
15. F i tzgera ld  S t ree t $834,330 $1,428,636 $1,131,483 $1,100,000
16. Sanford  S t ree t $1 ,611,838 $2,570,942 $2,091,390 $2,100,000
17. For res t  S t ree t $1 ,139,126 $1,794,234 $1,466,680 $1,500,000
18. Dur lacher  S t ree t $1 ,162,649 $1,843,061 $1,502,855 $1,500,000
19 Anzac  Ter race $523,334 $914,146 $718,740 $700,000
20. George  Road $339,797 $551,562 $445,679 $400,000
21. Augus tus  S t ree t $325,060 $551,562 $438,311 $400,000
22. Ma i t land  S t ree t $412,418 $697,138 $554,778 $600,000

TOTALS $24,911,932 $40,081,349 $32,496,640 $32,500,000
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