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City of Greater Geraldton Council Policy
1.5 FORESHORE USE & DEVELOPMENT

SUSTAINABILITY THEME

Community

OBJECTIVES

The overall aim of this Policy is to provide an effective framework for the management of proposals for
commercial business infrastructure development, recreational and other usages on the foreshore
reserve in order to achieve:

e Activation of the foreshore recognising that while public open space is a high priority and
should not be compromised, people want amenities and activities that enhance their
experience of the foreshore.

o The effective use and management of the foreshore reserve resulting in a space that is people
focused; not building focused and promotes active and passive recreation that promotes health
and wellbeing.

e To enable opportunities for activities that respects the essence of the place and enables
providers to offer services and facilities to the public to enhance their visit to the foreshore.

e Recognition, respect, celebration and inclusion of Yamatji cultural significance of the Geraldton
foreshore.

e Recognise the role of the Foreshore as a vehicle for community expression.
e Open and transparent engagement and communication with stakeholders and the community
on all significant matters relating to the foreshore.
POLICY STATEMENT

This policy applies to Crown Land Reserve 50100 (Lot 506) known as “Geraldton Foreshore Reserve”
and Crown Land Reserves 42069 (Lot 2959) and Reserve 5660 (Lot 500) known as “Beresford Foreshore”
under the control and management of the City of Greater Geraldton.

POLICY DETAILS

This policy acknowledges the significant economic, social, cultural and heritage benefits that the
Geraldton and Beresford foreshore have to the Community. The policy identifies the following six key
principles as effective framework for the management of the foreshore reserve. These are:

1. Activation of the foreshore recognising that while public open space is a high priority and
should not be compromised, people want amenities and activities that enhance their
experience of the foreshore.

This policy recognises that the Foreshore is a treasured community asset and the primary
playground for the community. As such, the City will retain the foreshore reserve (where
appropriate) as a place for passive and/or active recreation for residents and visitors.

The City will not permit any permanent structures, except City structures installed by the City to
enhance the amenity i.e. BBQ/lighting/seating areas etc. But will allow temporary and
transportable structures where it is in keeping the character and increases activation and

1



.iy‘ Gréater Geraldt%‘{i

a vibrant future ’

7

visitation of the foreshore. (see principle 3). The land Lease for temporary structures will consist
of an initial term of three years with two further term options of three years each providing a
maximum lease term of nine years. At the end of the lease term, an Expression of Interest to
lease the 50 square meter area will be advertised providing opportunity to interested parties to
submit a business case in accordance with this policy.

2. The effective use and management of the foreshore reserve resulting in a space that is
people focused; not building focused, and promotes active and passive recreation that
promotes health and wellbeing.

The City has a responsibility to manage the foreshore reserve entrusted to it for its social and
economic values and for the appreciation and benefit of present and future generations. In
doing so, this policy recognises that the City has a significant asset that provides recreational,
aesthetic, cultural material benefits for both residents and visitors alike.

This policy also acknowledges that the foreshore reserve has the capacity to satisfy an important
portion of the public demand for outdoor recreation and tourism, and in so doing contribute
significantly to the social, physical and economic well-being of the municipality.

This policy also recognises that the current built form as outlined in Appendix 1 — aerial plan will
serve as a guide to the adherence to this key principle.

3. To enable opportunities for activities that respects the essence of the place and enables
providers to offer services and facilities to the public to enhance their visit to the foreshore.

This policy will enable providers of services or facilities to locate temporary or transportable
structures that are capable of being removed within a 48 hour period.

The Local Planning Policy — Commercial Tourism Activity on Crown Land (see Workplace
Information/References) provides a guiding document that will enable the City to assess each
application on its merits and combined with this policy will ensure the key for assessment of
foreshore usage and proposals for commercial operators.

This policy provides a framework to regulate the level and intensity of commercial activities on
reserves as necessary to ensure that it does not compromise the value and nature of the activity
and the resource on which it is based and the six key objective principles of this policy.

4, Recognition, respect, celebration and inclusion of Yamatji cultural significance of the
Geraldton foreshore.

Yamatji historical and cultural significance of the areas is identified in the Yamatji Cultural
Significance of the Geraldton Foreshore Report — 1 January 2015 that recognises the cultural
importance of the Geraldton Foreshore precinct to Aboriginal people in the Midwest region. The

report identifies four places of significance for Yamatji people on the Foreshore that are
appreciated for theirimportance as they are rich in anecdotal history and photographs.

The infrastructure provides a point of reference for these sites; however the importance of these
areas on the foreshore to the Yamatji People long precedes any built infrastructure. The policy
recognises that in more recent times the areas were shared spaces that were enjoyed by the

whole community.
The specific areas of interest to the Yamatji community are in the vicinity of the following:
4.1 The old bough sheds and the original Esplanade (rear of current Geraldton Yacht Club);

4.2 The offshore swimming platforms (commonly referred to by the Aboriginal community as
the Little Plat and the Big Plat) the U shaped jetty and front beach (front beach location
rear current Geraldton Yacht Club);

4.3 The viaduct jetty (previously situated at the east end of Marine Terrace near Durlacher
Street and along the area of Foreshore Drive); and
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44 The Green (lawn area situated between Geraldton Yacht Club and the Original Railway
Building).

These locations are depicted on the aerial map, appendix 1 and marked A, B, Cand D.
5. Recognise the role of the Foreshore as a vehicle for community expression;

The foreshore provides an opportunity to showcase our community and its heritage and
contemporary narrative via public art, lines of sight, wayfinding and connectivity. This needs to
be managed in a way that is complementary, cohesive, does not compromise on open space
and maintains the sense of aesthetic look consistent with the attached.

6. Open and transparent engagement and communication with stakeholders and the
community on all significant matters relating to the foreshore.

This policy recognises the requirement to engage with the community and all relevant
stakeholders on all significant matters relating to the foreshore in an open, timely and
transparent manner.

KEY TERM DEFINITION

Lease term:

A lease term of three years, with two further term options of three years providing a maximum lease
term of nine years will be offered to successful respondents.

Permanent structure means:
1. Any building structure that is intended to be permanently fixed or placed on the foreshore.

2. A structure that has a permanent foundation, solid load bearing walls, and is solid in its built
form.

3. Is not capable of being removed within a 72 hour period.
Temporary Structure means:

A structure that is not attached to a permanent foundation.
Transportable Structure means:

1. A structure that is brought to a property, held in place primarily by its own mass or affixed to the
ground and includes, but is not limited to, sea containers, decommissioned railway carriages,
transport conveyances and prefabricated transportable buildings.

2. A structure less than 50M?2

3. Is capable of being removed within a 72 hour period.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
This policy is administered by the Department of Development Services

All applications made under this policy are to be approved by Council.

WORKPLACE INFORMATION
Appendix 1 — Aerial plan — Crown Reserve 50100
Appendix 2 — Aerial Plan — Crown Reserves 42069 and 5660

Commercial Tourism Activity on Crown Land — Local Planning Policy — Adopted by Council 15
December 2015.

Community Focus Group - Foreshore Development Survey & Results 20 January 2009



Our Foreshore Survey — October 2009
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Yamatji Cultural Significance of the Geraldton Foreshore report — 1 January 2015

POLICY ADMINSTRATION

Development Services

29/11/2022

Manager Land, Facilities and Property
Management

Policy Review

Biennial

2024
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https://www.cgg.wa.gov.au/council-meetings/ordinary-council-meeting/29-november-2022/193
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Map produced by the City of Greater Geraldton
W www.cgg.wa.gov.au  E: council@cgg.wa.gov.au

Geraldton Foreshore (R50100)

Scale: 1,3,750

Date 24-Nov-22

Department IS [Engineering - GIS]

Drawing No. Appexdix 1

Operator RIT

Paper Size A3

Whilst all care has been taken in the preparation of this data, this information is provided as a guide only and no responsibility shall be taken for any omissions or errors in this documentation, The accurary

provided is not to be used for legal purposes, but reference made to original documentation, which includes Certificate of Titles, Survey Diagrams and legal versions of the Town Planning Schemes
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